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Win a family
ticket to Santa’s
Polka Dot Pirate
at New Wimbledon
Theatre

See page 11 for your Christmas
waste collection times
Discover more about the
new Colliers Wood Library
Christmas cheer in Merton
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The Leader of Merton Council,

Councillor Stephen Alambritis,
writes for My Merton
I remember
when my wife
and I managed
to get together
enough money
to put down a
deposit on our
house in
Morden almost
30 years ago.
We had to scrimp and save for a few
years. We’re still living in Morden to
this day and it’s been the perfect place
to bring up our children.
But these days it’s not so easy for
young people who want to get on the
housing ladder and start a family.
There is a housing crisis in London
and young people on a good wage
can’t afford to buy unless they’re
lucky enough to have help from the
bank of mum and dad.

Hill and in Ravensbury. The AFC
Wimbledon stadium development
will also mean 600 more homes for
Merton and a good community
football club finally returning to their
home too.
Of course more families mean we
will also need more schools for our
young people. That’s why we’re
already planning ahead. We’ve
created 4,000 more primary school
places and we are extending Harris
Merton secondary school in Mitcham
from next September. I’m also
looking forward to seeing our brand
new secondary school open in South
Wimbledon, with the first young
people starting in September 2018.
It didn’t feel like it at the time but
things were easier in some ways 30
years ago. However, thanks to hard
work from teachers and investment

Artist impression of the homes on
the AFC Wimbledon development
Renting is no easy option, with
rising rents resulting in Londoners
spending most of their income on
housing costs.
That’s why I’m delighted that in
Merton we are building more homes
for families that want to live in the
borough. Just recently we’ve agreed
plans to build new homes in Pollards

in school buildings, the quality of our
schools has improved immensely
since then. And thanks to Merton’s
focus on building new housing
we’re also doing our bit to help young
families find their home.

Protecting our
community
Whatever way each of us voted in the
referendum on the European Union,
what matters now is that we make
sure we get the best deal for Merton
residents, whatever life outside the
EU might look like.
We’re still waiting to find out what
will change but already the value of
the pound has fallen, making holidays
abroad more expensive. And there has
been an increase in hate crime.
Luckily, in Merton our different
communities get on well together and
the council has been working hard
with the local police to make sure
things stay that way.
Many people are worried about how
Brexit will affect business and jobs. In
Merton we’re making sure we support
our local businesses. That’s why I’ll be
spending Small Business Saturday on
3 December helping out “behind the
counter” in local shops, restaurants
and services. I want to encourage
residents to support our local
businesses and the jobs they create.
Many local families are already
feeling the pinch and I know we’re all
hoping we won’t see another full
blown slump when we leave the EU.
But Merton is a business-like council
and we’ve been able to help by
keeping your council tax low through
cutting costs and sharing services
with other boroughs.
Whatever Brexit means, in Merton
we mean business. We want to make
sure our residents don’t lose out
financially and can continue to enjoy a
great local community which offers jobs
and opportunities for all our residents.
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Morden Leisure
Huge loss for
Merton as pillar of Centre on course
community dies
Many people were deeply
saddened by the sudden and
untimely death of the Reverend
Doctor Andrew Wakefield DD,
who passed away in October.
A pillar of the community,
he served as both vicar at
St Andrew’s Church,
Wimbledon and community
representative. Andrew was
committed to public service
and to the wellbeing of the
The Reverend Doctor
community, offering comment
Andrew Wakefield DD
and compassion in equal
measure. He was chairman of Merton Chamber of Commerce
and of the Croydon Plus Credit Union. He was also chairman
of the Safer Neighbourhood Board. Every year, he would lead
the Remembrance Day service outside the Civic Centre.
A pivotal figure in Merton Faith and Belief Forum, Andrew
will be remembered for how he brought together people of
different faiths and none.
He was a passionate supporter of Crystal Palace FC and of
Surrey County Cricket Club. Darcy Dog was also very close to
his heart and went everywhere with him.
Reverend Doctor Wakefield is greatly missed by the many
people whose lives he touched.

Bloomin’
great
gardeners
Merton Council’s annual
celebration of the borough’s
gardeners was a great success
this year. Green-fingered
residents of all ages were
rewarded for their beautiful
gardens, allotments and
hanging baskets. Horticultural
achievement, environmental
responsibility and community
participation were considered
by the judges who were all
members of local allotment
and horticultural societies.

find out more

The council is working hard on getting everything in place before
construction of the new leisure centre starts. It is also improving
the ponds in the park so wildlife is protected during the building
work. It won’t be long now before residents will start to see their
new leisure centre take shape.

Wimbledon Park
Merton’s consultation earlier
in the summer, asking
residents how they see the
council’s flagship Wimbledon
Park evolving, had a huge
response with 500 people
attending the consultation
meetings. It was great to see
many community groups and

individuals getting involved.
The council’s leisure team is
now busy analysing the results
and will report back on the
council’s website once all the
responses have been collated.

find out more
merton.gov.uk/wimbledon-park/
masterplan

your
New homes in Mitcham Get
running

Both Pollards Hill and part of the Ravensbury Estate in Mitcham
are set for transformation after Merton’s planning committee gave
the go-ahead to Moat and Circle Housing respectively, to build
much-needed new homes and rejuvenate the areas. Pollards Hill will
benefit from a multi-million pound estate regeneration programme
where all homes will be for social rent or shared ownership. On the
Ravensbury Estate, 50 derelict garages and an area of underused
land will be developed into a variety of 21 modern, well-designed
homes. Eighteen of the homes are categorised as affordable.
find out more www.mertonregen.org.uk
Artist impression of the Ravensbury Estate

shoes on
© iStock.com/lzf
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The London Youth Games
are holding trials in
November for young people
up to 18 years old. Check
out their website for more
on the 40th Balfour Beatty
London Youth Games and
how to enter.

find out more
www.londonyouthgames.org

merton.gov.uk/mertoninbloom
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Free parking in council
car parks this Christmas
For the fifth year running, the council is giving its
annual gift of free parking in the run-up to Christmas.
For the four weekends leading up to and including
Christmas, shoppers will be able to take advantage
of free parking in council-managed car parks as they
buy their Christmas gifts. The council is offering free
parking to residents at a time of year when everyone
needs to make their money go a little further.
Thousands of shoppers are set to save an average of
£6 for a four-hour shop on a Saturday.* The council
is calling on residents to spend their money locally to
help the borough’s prosperity and to safeguard jobs
in Merton.
find out more merton.gov.uk/freeparking
*Not available in Coombe Lane car park, Raynes Park

Merton set
to welcome
Dons home

Artist impression
of new stadium
Merton Council is all set to
welcome AFC Wimbledon
back to home turf. This
follows the Secretary of
State, Sajid Javid’s, backing
of the council by not
intervening in its decision to
give the go-ahead to the
plans. The council, club and
Galliard Homes are working
on the finer details as plans
progress to bring a 20,000
seater stadium, over 600
much-needed homes as
well as new businesses to
Plough Lane.

find out more
merton.gov.uk/wimbledon_
greyhound_stadium

Pupil’s flag
starts final
stage of Tour
of Britain
Min Joon
with pro
cyclist Jasper
Bovenhuis

Leader of the
council, Councillor
Stephen Alambritis

Mayor of Merton
celebrates Silver Sunday
Mayor of Merton Councillor Brenda Fraser celebrated Silver
Sunday in October by visiting care homes, luncheon clubs and
day centres across the
borough in recognition
of the huge contribution
older people make to
the community. She
met many interesting
people and heard their
stories of how the
borough had changed
Mayor of Merton Cllr Brenda Fraser
over the years and
with her consort Lloyd Fraser visiting
what they enjoyed
residents at Heathland Court
about living in Merton.

Get your free flu jab
It’s winter once again and time
to make sure you have the flu
vaccine. Everyone over 65 or
who is pregnant is eligible
for a free flu vaccine. Children
aged six months and people up
to 65 who have a long-term
medical condition such as
diabetes, lung disease or heart
disease are also eligible.
Children who are aged two,
three and four on 31 August

2016 and carers are also
entitled to the free vaccine. The
NHS recommends all two to
four year olds should be
vaccinated with the single dose
of nasal spray which is squirted
up each nostril to help protect
them from the virus. Your GP
or participating pharmacy are
on hand to help.

find out more

Merton pupil Min Joon (11)
rubbed shoulders with
professional cyclists in the
summer when his winning
design for a Tour of Britain flag
waved the cyclists off on the
final stage of the race. The flag
showed cyclists whizzing past
London landmarks such as the
Gherkin, the Houses of
Parliament and the London
Eye. Min was at Wimbledon
Chase primary school when he
designed the flag.

Zero
tolerance of
fly-tipping
The council is continuing
its zero-tolerance approach
to fly-tipping and will slap a
£400 fine on anyone
caught committing this
environmental crime.
Business owner Jun Chen
of London Road, Tooting
had to pay out £400 for
dumping black sacks,
cardboard boxes and oil in a
metal container on the
street, following new
powers allowing councils to
issue a £400 Fixed Penalty
Notice for fly-tipping
offences. Read our Working
Life feature on page 20 to
find out more about a day
in the life of a council
enforcement officer.

www.nhs.uk search flu vaccine
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Learning about
local politics
Young people in Merton got a taste for
local politics in October, during Local
Democracy Week. They toured the civic
centre and saw the council chamber
where local decisions are made. They
also visited the Mayor’s parlour where
Mayor, Councillor Brenda Fraser spoke
to them about her role.

For the ninth consecutive year,
MP for Mitcham and Morden, Siobhain
McDonagh gave children from her
constituency the opportunity to tour
of the Houses of Parliament. Wimbledon
MP Stephen Hammond spoke about
the political process at schools in
his constituency.

Discover a wealth
of e-books

Holocaust Memorial Day

Anyone planning to give e-readers this Christmas
can download a gift card which gives access to
thousands of the council’s free e-books and
magazines in Merton’s award-winning libraries.
find out more merton.gov.uk/libraries

The theme for Holocaust Memorial Day 2017 is How can life go on? The council
will commemorate the day with a civic event held in the council chamber on Tuesday
24 January 2017 at 7pm. The programme will include contributions from the Mayor,
political leaders in the borough, the chief executive of Merton Council along with
community representatives. Wimbledon synagogue choir will also perform.

MERTON COUNCIL

Park for free
in Merton this
Christmas

Free parking*
parking* available
available in
inMerton
Merton
Free
for
for four
four weekends
weekends leading
leading up
upto
to
Christmas
Christmas
Eve
Christmas plus
including
the Christmas
and
Christmas Day.
weekend.
*Free
to council-managed
car parks
*Freeparking
parkingapplies
applies
to council-managed
car on
November
28, 29, December
6, 12, 13, 19,
20,
24, 25.
parks on November
26, 27,5,December
3, 4,
10,
11, 17,
18, 24,
25.available
Free parking
is not
available
at
Free
parking
is not
at Coombe
Lane
Car Park,
Coombe
Lane
Raynes
Park.apply.
All other
Raynes
Park.
All Car
otherPark,
parking
conditions
parking
apply.
Check
outcar
thepark
council’s
Check
outconditions
the council’s
website
for our
locations.

website for car park locations.

merton.gov.uk/carparks
Merton – proud to be a Fairtrade borough
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Merton schools go from
strength to strength
This year’s GCSE and A-Level results show Merton bucking the national trend with big
improvements in results. Eighty-one percent of pupils at state schools in Merton achieved A*–C
in English. That’s 21% above this year’s national average. Seventy-seven percent of pupils achieved
A*–C in maths, 16% above this year’s national average. Ursuline High School in Wimbledon
ranked 12th out of 182 comprehensive schools listed in the Telegraph’s 2016 GCSE results table.
The council state schools
were also celebrating
A-Level successes with
86% of A-Level students
achieving at least three
A-Level passes.

Wheelie
bin update
The council is committed to
making wheelie bins work
for Merton. Following a
six-month pilot of 1,000
homes in Lavender Fields
ward, 89% of people were
happy with the wheelie bin
service and 81% agreed the
streets looked cleaner.

Leader of the council
Councillor Stephen
Alambritis and Councillor
Caroline Cooper-Marbiah
with pupils from Rutlish
School on GCSE results day

Colliers
Wood
Library
results
are in
Residents responded to the
council with their preferences
for how the inside of the brand
new Colliers Library should
look. They favour natural
colours and really value good
design. People also wanted
to see zones within the
building which foster creativity
along with others more suited to
reflection and relaxation. People
also wanted the colour schemes
to be suitable for library users
with visual impairments.
The council will be reporting
on the consultation outcome in
more detail.

find out more
merton.gov.uk/
colliers-wood-library-development;
020 8274 5799

Artist impression of
Colliers Wood Library

They will be part of a new
shared service which will be
across Sutton, Kingston,
Croydon and Merton
boroughs and is set to save
the taxpayer an average of
£1.7m every year over an
eight-year contract. The
council is working with
waste contractor Veolia on
the finer details, putting in
place alternatives to wheelie
bins for residents who don’t
have outdoor space or who
live in places not suited to
wheelie bins. A final
decision on rolling out
wheelie bins across the
borough will be made
in December.

Elderly woman saved from £17k con
Council trading standard officers saved an elderly woman from being conned out of £17,000 cash
when a rogue trader demanded money for bogus work to her home. The 77-year-old had been told
by the builder that tiles on her roof needed replacing, falsely claiming that water damage was
affecting the wall. Working with Santander staff at her local branch, council officers examined
what had happened and provided the resident with the necessary support and guidance. The
council’s trading standards team is always on hand for anyone who thinks they may have been
targeted by a rogue trader. They can be contacted through Citizens Advice on 03454 040 506.
find out more merton.gov.uk/rogue-traders; Citizens Advice: 03454 04 05 06
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Volunteers
at the winter
night shelter

Wimbledon Foundation
commits £10k to winter
night shelter
The All England Lawn Tennis Club’s charity is committing
£10,000 every year to providing shelter and warmth to homeless
people through the Merton Winter Night Shelter initiative. Now
in its fifth year, the service is co-ordinated by YMCA Wimbledon
and run by over 200 volunteers from the borough’s many faith
groups. Breakfast and evening meals are provided at churches,
synagogues and mosques across the borough during the colder
months. They are welcoming places where homeless people can
get a warm meal and have a friendly chat.
find out more www.ymcalsw.org/merton-winter-night-shelter

Merton celebrates small businesses

Ten years
of Bookfest
Wimbledon Bookfest was a
storming success in its decade
year. The star-studded line-up
included Brian Moore, Andy
Hamilton, Carol Ann Duffy,
Jeremy Paxman, Marcus
Brigstock, Clare Balding and
Jo Malone to name a few.
Thousands of people turned
up to hear talks on exploration,
creative writing, illustration
as well as comedy acts and so
much more. Children were
treated to a series of Roald Dahl
(pictured) themed events too.

find out more
www.wimbledonbookfest.org

Small Business Saturday (3 December) celebrates the contribution of small businesses to the local
economy. Leader of the Council Councillor Stephen Alambritis marks the day by visiting businesses
across Merton, getting involved with serving the customers. With the Christmas and sales season
upon us, the council is encouraging shoppers to support Merton’s small businesses.
find out more merton.gov.uk/small-business-saturday

WIN A FAMILY
TICKET FOR THE
WIMBLEDON LAWN
TENNIS MUSEUM
AND TOUR
The Wimbledon Foundation, the charity of
The All England Lawn Tennis Club, is offering one
lucky winner the chance to discover the traditions,
triumphs, sights and sounds that make Wimbledon
the most sought-after title in tennis.
The Wimbledon Foundation makes a valuable
contribution to meeting social needs and reducing
inequalities in Merton and Wandsworth by awarding
grants totalling over £350,000 a year to charities and community organisations. The Wimbledon
Junior Tennis Initiative (WJTI) visits two local primary schools every week and has so far introduced
over 180,000 children to tennis.
For your chance to win, simply answer the following question:

Who won the 2016 Gentlemen’s Singles Final?
a) Novak Djokovic b) Milos Raonic c) Andy Murray
In your answer, you must include the following: name, email address, phone number and
postal address. You can email your answer to communications@merton.gov.uk or send it to:
My Merton, 7th floor, Civic Centre, London Road, Morden SM4 5DX.
The closing date for entries is 14 December 2016.
Terms and conditions: The competition is to win one family ticket (two adults and two children) to visit the Wimbledon Lawn Tennis Museum and Tour, Church Road, Wimbledon SW19 5AE.
The Museum is open daily except on 24-26 December 2016, 1 January 2017 and 2-18 July 2017. Tours do not run between 18 June and 22 July 2017. For the tour schedule, visit
wimbledon.com/museum. The prize cannot be exchanged or used in conjunction with any other offer. There are no cash alternatives, accommodation or travel included in this prize.

Foundation ad - My Merton Mag.indd 1

06/10/2016 13:52
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A business-like council

Delivering cost-effective
services to our residents
With councils seeing a 40% cut in their government funding since 2010,
it’s only right Merton is looking at more cost effective ways of delivering
services. My Merton finds out how the council is making savings in waste
services while maintaining a good quality service fit for the 21st century.

F

By introducing bins
with lids, the wind won’t
cause litter, and the rain
won’t destroy the paper
and card recycling.
We’re confident that agreeing this
contract is the right thing to do because not
only will it save money, it will also offer a
better service. This is because, like most
other councils, we will be using wheeled
bins so we will end the problem of foxes
ripping open black sacks. Food waste will
also be collected every week.
Residents will get a new wheelie bin for
paper and card recycling. Recycling will be

© iStock.com/shank_ali

or many residents street sweeping
and refuse collection are the most
visible services they receive from
the council. So it’s important we
get it right. And it’s important we don’t pay
over the odds if we can help it.
Since 2003 we’ve been working with our
neighbouring boroughs of Sutton, Croydon
and Kingston to find ways of sharing our
waste services so that tax payers in all four
boroughs save money. Thanks to these
economies of scale, we’ve already saved
millions by working together on how we
treat and dispose of waste. This has helped
reduce the impact of cuts to our
government funding.
We are now in the process of agreeing
a joint contract for the collection of waste.
We believe we can save around £1.7m every
single year for the next eight years by doing
this. That’s a total of £14m. If we didn’t
make these changes we would have to find
that level of savings from other services,
including children’s services and adult
social care.

collected every week, with paper and card
one week and plastics, tins and bottles the
next. By introducing bins with lids, the
wind won’t cause litter, and the rain won’t
destroy the paper and card recycling,
meaning we will also increase the amount
we recycle, helping the environment.
The new service will collect non
recyclable waste on alternate weeks. But
because food waste is collected weekly there
won’t be any strong smells!

Local councils across the country are
facing difficult decisions due to
government cuts, with many libraries and
children’s centres facing the axe. Although
Merton will also have to make difficult
decisions, we believe our approach of
becoming more efficient in the way we
provide key services will help us weather
the difficult times ahead, while still keeping
our streets clean and doing the right thing
for our environment.
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Dreaming of a
green Christmas
Christmas is peak season for waste
and recycling with everything from
gift packaging to oversized turkeys
contributing to a massive increase
in the amount we throw away.
My Merton gives some top tips
on what we can all do to
minimise waste this
festive period.
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Love
your leftovers

It’s tempting to go overboard with
food shopping, but with a bit of care
and planning you can avoid the waste,
save money and eat well in January.
Think ahead about what you’ll eat
each day and be realistic on portion
sizes – then only buy what you’ll need.

© iStock.com/GMVozd
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Get creative with leftovers and
wrap up and freeze what you aren’t
going to eat. There are loads of recipe
ideas at www.lovefoodhatewaste.com
along with useful information about
freezing and storage.
Don’t forget, if you over-buy, you
can take your non-perishable items
to your nearest foodbank.

find out more
www.trusselltrust.org

Think creatively
about what you give
now?card
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Watch your waste
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Rubbish and recycling bins get filled to bursting, so make sure you scrunch up your
items well. Remember to recycle wrapping paper and cards. Avoid buying glittery or
foil-type wrap which can’t be recycled, and go easy on the Sellotape. Clean kitchen foil
products can be recycled including mince pie cases.
Don’t forget the ‘Unusual Suspects’ – those bathroom and bedroom items that
sometimes get missed. And if you have guests staying, make sure they know where
the recycling goes.
Any batteries from things like tree lights or toys should not go in the household
recycling or waste, take them to your nearest supermarket where you’ll find collection
points. Better still use rechargeable batteries.
find out more www.recyclenow.com/local-recycling

Think about giving experiences as
presents. Days out, cinema tickets, a
homemade cake or a night’s babysitting
all make excellent gifts.
If your office Christmas party includes
a secret Santa, make it an eco-affair by
insisting on recycled or charity shop gifts.

Out with the old
If you’re buying new outfits at
Christmas, or the January sales, you
might decide to have a clear out.
Make sure you give your old clothes
to charity shops or put them in your
local textile bank (visit www.
recyclenow.com/local-recycling for
yours). Any clean textiles can go in
the banks, no matter how worn. If
they can’t be sold they’ll be recycled
– into sleeping bags, for example.
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There’s no better day than 1 January for
making a change, so why not pledge to
reduce, reuse and recycle in 2017?
l The plastic bag tax has had a big
impact on shoppers – now it’s the turn
of the reusable coffee cup. There are
plenty of reuseable cup designs, plus
café chains are starting to offer
discounts if you reuse.
l Go paperless – reduce the amount of
waste you produce by shifting to
online bills and bank statements.
l Think about how you shop for clothes
and accessories – how long could you
go before buying something new?
Check out your local charity shop for
bargains before hitting the high street
and look through your wardrobe for
anything worthy of a new lease of life.
l If you aren’t already recycling your
food waste, make this the year you do.

find out more
merton.gov.uk/foodwaste

Waste and
recycling days
Don’t forget, waste
collections will be
a little different
over the holidays

© iStock.com/Beata Becla

New Year’s
resolutions

Your usual collection day

Your revised collection day

Monday 26 December 2016

Saturday 24 December 2016

Tuesday 27 December 2016

Tuesday 27 December 2016

Wednesday 28 December 2016 Wednesday 28 December 2016

2 days early
No change
No change

Thursday 29 December 2016

Thursday 29 December 2016

No change

Friday 30 December 2016

Friday 30 December 2016

No change

Monday 2 January 2017

Tuesday 3 January 2017

1 day later

Tuesday 3 January 2017

Wednesday 4 January 2017

1 day later

Wednesday 4 January 2017

Thursday 5 January 2017

1 day later

Thursday 5 January 2017

Friday 6 January 2017

1 day later

Friday 6 January 2017

Saturday 7 January 2017

1 day later

Garden waste collections will stop on 23 December and resume on 23 January

Free Christmas tree collection
If you’re buying a real tree, make sure you put it outside for collection by Sunday
8 January 2017. It should be placed outside the front of your property so it is
visible from the pavement, but not on the pavement, and you can rest assured it
will be composted. All collections will be made by 29 January.

Keeping
Merton moving
Merton Council is well prepared to deal
with icy roads in the coming months
with its store of 2,400 tonnes of salt and
fleet of five gritters at the ready.
Residents can rest assured that the
council will be keeping the borough’s
priority routes clear of snow and ice.
Follow us on Twitter for winter
maintenance updates and so much more
@merton_council

find out more
merton.gov.uk/wintermaintenance
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my environment

COMPETITION

Win a family ticket
Santa’s Polka Dot Pirate

(including
ice-cream)* to

at New Wimbledon Theatre

What four things do most pre-school children want to do at Christmas?
Meet Santa. Get presents. Have lots of fun. Sing songs.
At last, a show for the 2+ olds that does everything children want to do
at Christmas! Santa’s Polka Dot Pirate is a fun packed experience for a
young audience which will make them laugh, encourage them to sing their
favourite songs, and ask them to help Santa solve the mystery of the
Polka Dot Pirate, who has suddenly appeared in the North Pole.
The show will also give children an opportunity to give their letter to
Santa in person and receive a gift from him.
Santa’s Polka Dot Pirate is an unmissable treat for all children up to the
age of six years and will ensure that the festive season gets underway
with an unforgettable Christmas experience. Running time approximately
35 minutes followed by a meet and greet with Santa.

What pattern does Santa wear in this fabulous
stage production?
a) Triangles b) Polka dots c) Zig zags

In your answer, you must include the following:
name, email address, phone number and
postal address. You can email your answer to
communications@merton.gov.uk or write to us
at My Merton, 7th floor, Civic Centre, London
Road, Morden SM4 5DX. The closing date for
entries is 2 December 2016.
Terms and conditions: *The tickets are non-transferable.
There are no cash alternatives, accommodation or travel
included in this prize. The competition is for four ice creams
and one group ticket (four tickets) to see Santa’s Polka Dot
Pirate at New Wimbledon Theatre, valid on any performance
between 6–24 December 2016.

MERTON COUNCIL

Emily can’t
live at home
She needs a safe, stable environment
We are urgently seeking people who can care for teenagers.
In return you will receive:
3 An allowance of up to £502 per week per child
3 Comprehensive, on-going training
3 24/7 support and mentors
Come along to one of our information events at Morden Baptist Church on
n 23 Nov at 6:30pm n 7 Dec at 10:30am n 21 Dec at 6:30pm
n 11 Jan 2017 at 10:30am n 26 Jan 2017 at 6:30pm

Call us today 0800 073 0874
merton.gov.uk/fostering
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Opportunity through education

Pupils at Harris Merton

Merton to see arrival
of new secondary school
More and more families are choosing Merton as a place to live and bring
up their children. This means people are increasingly looking for a Merton
education. With ever-improving schools and exam results well above the
national average, the council is looking to provide the secondary school
places to meet parents’ demand. My Merton finds out more.

O

ur £80 million investment in
our primary school expansion
programme has created over
4,000 new places since 2010 to
meet unprecedented demand. We have a
duty to provide every child wanting a
Merton education with a school place, so
now we’re having to think about those
children progressing through school who
will be needing a quality secondary
education close to where they live.
We have begun by expanding smaller
schools which have space to increase pupil
numbers. This will create more places in the
east of the borough. We’ve recently started
work on expanding Harris Academy Merton
in Mitcham by 300 places; that’s 60 extra
places per year. In the Wimbledon and
Colliers Wood areas, where the demand for
school places is greatest and expanding
existing schools is not possible, we are
helping with providing a new school.
All new schools must be Academies
or Free Schools so delivery is the

responsibility of the government’s
Education Funding Agency (EFA).
However, we still have an important role to
ensure there are enough places in the area
and have been working closely with the
EFA and the Harris Federation so that
families in Merton continue to have
access to good quality school places.
Identifying a suitable site has been
a massive task and the council and
government’s EFA have been working
together for some time. We want to
ensure Harris Wimbledon is an asset to
the local community and we are working
in partnership with local people and
their new neighbours to help benefit all
our residents.
The first set of students will start at
the new Harris Wimbledon school in
September 2018. While the building work
is being carried out on the permanent
school site in South Wimbledon, the
school will temporarily be housed in
Whatley Avenue, SW20 for two years.
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We’re determined to give our children
the best start in life and good schools play
a huge part in giving our young people a
bright future.

find out more
merton.gov.uk/harriswimbledon
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Merton – the caring borough

Keeping warm and
active this winter
The festive season is full of family fun for many, but for some, it can be a
difficult time of year. My Merton takes a look at what some great people in
Merton are doing to make sure our more vulnerable residents have support,
company, a hot meal and something to look forward to this Christmas.
Befriending service

C

hristmas Lunch on Jesus all started
with Doxa Deo London Church in
Wimbledon. It helps local churches
to make Christmas hampers for
people in Merton who are in need. Each
hamper is packed with Christmas goodies
including turkey, stuffing, carrots, brussels
sprouts, potatoes and gravy. They also
contain Christmas pudding, chocolates and
alcohol-free wine. Working with the council,
Doxa Deo Church led the fundraising and
distribution of over 600 hampers last year.
We’d love to top that this year.

Get involved
If you would like to contribute to
the Christmas hampers, please
visit www.doxadeolondon.com which lists
ways of offering help. You can support
financially or by offering your time to pack
and distribute hampers.
Christmas Lunch on Jesus is looking for
volunteers to help with packing hampers
and distributing them to people across the
borough. Packing is happening on 23
December and distribution will take place

on 23 December until 12 noon and on
Saturday 24 December too.

Supporting refugees
Local network, Merton Welcomes
Refugees, is calling for donations
of Oyster Cards. Asylum seekers and
refugees live on very little and struggle with
transport costs which can mean they can’t
get to medical appointments or are forced
to walk miles when they need to attend
meetings with officials. All you need to do
is put money on an Oyster Card and send
it, with a post-it note showing the amount
of money on the card, to South London
Refugee Association Merton, Vestry Hall,
London Road, Mitcham CR4 3UD or drop
it into Londis, 34 Crown Lane, Morden.

Looking out for
our neighbours
We can all make sure our
neighbours are OK, especially if they are
infirm. Time for a chat, help with shopping
or going into a town centre with them one
afternoon could make all the difference.

© iStock.com/kali9

© iStock.com/Steve Debenport

Age UK Merton, which is funded by
Merton Council, in collaboration with
Carer’s Support Merton, Wimbledon Guild
and Merton Voluntary Service Council,
offer a free face-to-face and a telephone
befriending service. There are lots of
volunteering opportunities for this and
other services at Age UK Merton. In
addition they are offering free home energy
and benefit checks over the winter period.

MASCOT Telecare Service
This emergency response service can be a
life saver at the touch of a button. A weekly
fee means you’ll receive a basic package of a
telecare unit, pendant button, smoke detector
and you will assessed for other Telecare
sensors that you may benefit from. The
pendant can be worn as a necklace or wrist
strap. If you’re on a low income, you may be
eligible for the service at a reduced cost.

find out more
Doxa Deo Church: www.doxadeolondon.com
Merton Welcomes Refugees:
www.mertonwelcomesrefugees.org
Age UK Merton:
www.ageuk.org.uk/merton; 020 8648 5792
MASCOT Telecare:
www.mascot-telecare.org.uk; 020 8274 5940
Winter health tips:
www.nhs.uk/livewell/winterhealth
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Connecting Merton

Morden: Ninety years
on the Northern Line
It’s ninety years since the extension of the Northern Line brought its first
passengers to Morden station. My Merton looks at the history of a line
that now runs 24/7, transporting more than 200 million people a year.
The arrival of
Morden Underrolling stock for the new
ground station,
August 1925

c.1926
ground Station,
Morden Under

I

n 1890 the City & South London
Railway began running tube trains
between Stockwell and the City.
Another company, the Charing Cross,
Euston & Hampstead Railway, launched
its own service in 1907. When these
companies merged in the 1920s work
began to integrate the two lines, creating
the Bank and Charing Cross branches we
know today. Plans were also made to
extend the line from Edgware in the north
and Morden in the south.
Building the tunnels needed for the
extension was hot, claustrophobic and
dangerous work, often carried out by
workers from Ireland, Scotland and
Cornwall, with a reputation for hard
living. The deep tunnels were created
using new construction techniques.
The labourers carved out each section and

carpenters installed timber frames which
were forced forward using compressed air
and hydraulic jacks. Bricklayers then
lined the excavated sections.
Seven new stations were built along
the southern extension, including those
at Colliers Wood, South Wimbledon
and Morden.

Iconic design
The stations were designed by architect
Charles Holden, whose previous work
included hospitals, libraries and military
cemeteries. Distinctive from the
surrounding shops and offices, his fine Art
Deco stations remain iconic to this day.

A time of change
Extending the underground to Morden
was swiftly followed by the expansion

of this sleepy semi-rural town. Housing
in particular would change the face of
the area and construction of the vast
St Helier estate started in 1928.

The underground at war
During World War II, fear of bombing
led thousands of Londoners to seek
nightly shelter in the deepest
Underground stations. This was initially
frowned on by the authorities, however
the Blitz prompted a change of heart.
Soon 175,000 people were sheltering in
the stations, some even slept on
escalators or between the tracks. From
November 1940, bunks and chemical
toilets were installed. Trains called
“Refreshment Specials” also delivered
food supplies and collected rubbish.

24/7 service of the 21st century

Did you know?
l
l
l

The tunnel between East Finchley and Morden via Bank is the longest
metropolitan railway tunnel in the world at 17.25 miles
The Northern Line is 36 miles long and serves 50 stations in total
Morden station is 10 miles from central London.

The Northern line has just become the
latest 24-hour Tube line, connecting
Morden to our 24-hour capital city. Trains
run on average every eight minutes
between Morden and Camden Town.

find out more www.tfl.gov.uk
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Keeping our borough clean

Fighting the fly-tipper
Jonathan Lynch is principal enforcement officer with Merton Council.
He supervises a team responsible for preventing the antisocial behaviour
that can blight our neighbourhoods – things like dog fouling, litter, graffiti
and, of course, fly-tipping. My Merton caught up with Jonathan on one
of his rounds.
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onathan has worked for Merton’s enforcement team for
ten years. He has a varied role which could see him
organising removal of an abandoned vehicle one day and
preparing to prosecute an organised flytipping gang the
next. It can be a messy business too, with plenty of horrible
surprises lurking among the tips – dead dogs and buckets of faeces
aren’t even the worst!
“No two days are the same but the biggest issue we tackle is
fly-tipping,” Jonathan explains. “Each morning we look at reports
to see if there’s anything we can work with; if people have seen it
happen or if there’s any evidence among it.”
Since May, new legislation has meant that fixed penalty notices
can be issued to people dumping rubbish. “Previously no matter
how large or small the offence we would have to take them through
a long-winded court case. Now we can issue fines of £400.”
Many fly tips are the result of opportunist criminals who call on
residents offering to take waste at a bargain price. As members of
the public become more aware of these scams, tippers are adopting
new tactics – posing as council officers, for example. Unfortunately
for the householder, anyone who takes up their offer could be held
responsible and get a hefty fine and criminal record.
Jonathan’s advice is to “be immediately suspicious of anyone
knocking at your door asking to take away rubbish. Instead look in
local directories for registered waste carriers who can quote a
licence number. Get a receipt, ask where the rubbish is going and
always ask for a waste transfer note.”
Asked about the high point of the job, Jonathan says: “It’s
satisfying to carry out a good quality investigation and seeing it
though from start to finish. People have the view that fly-tipping is
pretty despicable. We get a lot of positive feedback from residents
when they hear about a case we’ve won.”
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Merton: a great place to be

Celebrating
Merton residents
Inspirational people who work tirelessly to help others, selfless businesses
and young people who are quietly excelling in sport, were all honoured by
the council and the Wimbledon Guardian at the 2016 Merton Community
Awards. My Merton went along to find out more.

W

ith reductions in government
funding meaning less money
to spend on services, the
council feels it’s important to
celebrate those residents who give up their
time to help keep our communities strong.
At this year’s Merton Community Awards
a stand-out winner was schoolboy Joshua
Turner, who won two trophies for
outstanding achievement.
With sheer determination and hard work
impressive for someone so young, Joshua
has so far raised £1,270 for Cancer
Research UK by selling cakes on a stall at
Raynes Park station in memory of loved
ones affected by the disease.

Alison Pelikan,
winner of
the Volunteer
award

Fiona Razvi, Wimbledon
BookFest director, Arts
and Entertainment winner

Act of courage winner,
Adam Langley
The awards, now in their fourth year,
were hosted at the Taste Restaurant in
South Thames College, Morden, where
nervous nominees gathered to find out
who had been crowned the winners,
highly commended and commended
in each highly-sought-after category.
Winner of the Volunteer award was
Alison Pelikan, a familiar face in the
borough for her work running
nature clubs at Morden Hall Park,
Wimbledon Common and
Deen City Farm, volunteering
at Wimbledon Library, giving
respite to families of children with
learning disabilities and educating
people interested in fostering.

Fiona Razvi, Wimbledon BookFest
director, won the Arts and Entertainment
category in the festival’s tenth anniversary
year.
At the event, Mayor of Merton, Councillor
Brenda Fraser, said: “I am very happy to
champion the Merton Community Awards
because they recognise the hard work and
dedication of the borough’s unsung heroes.
As Mayor, I see first-hand the amazing and
selfless things people do every day, often
without recognition.”

find out more
For a full list of winners and those
highly commended in each category visit
www.wimbledonguardian.co.uk/mca
Community award
winner, Vanessa
Anenden

Sporting
achievement
winner, Diell
Zejnullahu

Mayor of Merton Councillor
Brenda Fraser and Joshua Turner

Teacher of the
year, Ann Ellis
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Christmas cheer in Merton

Merton’s town centres c

Christmas in
This Christmas, there’s lots happening in our town centres. Carol singing
choirs, delicious food and mulled wine will be in abundance. My Merton
gets the lowdown on what’ s happening – and a lot of it’s free.

Winter
Wonderland 2016
Sunday 27 November
Midday until 6pm: Christmas
light switch-on at 4pm;
firework display at 5.30pm
Wimbledon winter Wonderland is back!
Dancing penguins, brass bands,
roller-skating Christmas puddings,
giant snowmen, roasted chestnuts and
mulled wine are set to bring Christmas
cheer to Wimbledon town centre.
Favourites from previous years will return
to The Broadway such as the magical
carousel and snow dome photo booth.
There will be food and gift stalls too.
The Broadway will be closed to traffic from
5am to 10pm on Sunday 27 November.

Background © Dedesuke3 | Dreamstime.com
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Christmas cheer in Merton

celebrate

style
Pollards Hill
celebrations
Christmas tree lights switch-on
Thursday 1 December at 5pm
Mayor of Merton, Councillor Brenda
Fraser, will be switching on the Christmas
tree lights in Pollards Hill. The happy
community event will be outside the New
Horizon community Centre. Moat and
United Living have kindly donated the tree.

Raynes Park fun
Friday 2 December, 3.30–7pm
Christmas tree lights at 5pm
The Salvation Army, along with The
Raynes Park Association and the Raynes
Park Association of Independent
Businesses, are set to welcome one and all
to their Christmas celebrations. The event
will include performances from local
schools and choirs on two stages, a live
nativity with animals, a Santa’s grotto,
Christmas stalls and the switching on of
the lights outside the train station at 5pm.

find out more
Keep an eye on the council’s website which
we’ll be updating with the main Christmas
events in Merton: merton.gov.uk

Buy Fairtrade
this Christmas
It’s Christmas and many of us will
be indulging in a chocolate or two.
This year you could help farmers in
developing countries by buying
Fairtrade presents – with over
4,500 Fairtrade products there are
plenty to choose from. When you
buy Fairtrade, farmers get a better
deal and have more control over
their future. Merton is a Fairtrade
borough, so many of our shops will
be selling a range of Fairtrade
goodies. Small change locally; lives
changed globally.

find out more
merton.gov.uk/fairtrade

Morden magic
Thursday 1 December, 4–7pm
Christmas tree lights at 5.30pm
Family fun activities will all take place from
4–7pm in the centre of Morden around the
civic centre. From 7pm there will be a
drinks reception and chance for businesses
and the community to eat and drink
together in Blue Junction. There will be
something for everyone with live music,
competitions, games, a model railway, hot
drinks, giveaways and the famous
Christmas tree lights switch on.
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Whatever the time,
find the right
treatment for you
Download our Free NHS
app or visit the website
www.healthhelpnow-nhs.net
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Living a healthy life

Get fit and healthy

Images © iStock.com/SolStock/BraunS/dolgachov

My Merton talks to health experts about what we can do to keep healthy
and where we can get support to help us achieve our fitness goals.
Join the great weight debate

A great Start4Life

There’s a big debate about childhood
obesity happening across London and we’re
all invited to give our views. It’s something
we need to talk about – a third of children
are now leaving primary school with a
weight issue, that’s more than in New
York, Sydney or Paris.
The debate began among a panel of 120
Londoners from all walks of life. Talking to
experts, they came up with ideas for
addressing what could in future years be a
major problem for London. In Merton
some of these ideas are being put in place
already, including a reduction in the sugar
content of school meals.
Now the debate is being opened up to
everyone, so look for #greatweightdebate to
comment on social media or complete the
short survey at www.surveymonkey.co.uk/
r/GWD2016 to include your views.

The nutrition we receive in the first years
of life can have a big impact on our future
health so a new campaign is targeting
mums and dads to be and new parents.
Start4Life offers tips and support whether
you’re pregnant, trying to establish
breastfeeding or moving your baby onto
solid food. It includes email newsletters,
texts and videos full of tips.

Making that New Year
resolution, and keeping it
If your New Year resolution is about
stopping smoking, losing weight or
drinking less, the evidence shows that
you’re more likely to be successful with
the right support in place. Help is at
hand from the borough’s Live Well
service, which offers free personalised
support from trained health advisors.
The council’s 51 parks and green spaces
offer plenty of opportunity to get active.
With free green gyms across the borough and
park runs on Wimbledon Common and in
Wimbledon Park plus our leisure centres in
Mitcham, Morden and Wimbledon, there’s
something for everyone to get fit for 2017.

find out more

Festive cheer
Christmas is the season to be merry,
but not at the expense of your safety.
If you’re having a Christmas tipple or two,
try and pace yourself, supplementing
alcohol with food and plenty of water.
Build some alcohol free days into your
celebrations and if you’re out and about
don’t drink so much that you can’t get
home safely. Always have a taxi number
at the ready and if you’ve been drinking,
don’t even think about driving – this
includes the morning after.

Livewell: www.live-well.org.uk/merton;
020 8973 3545
Merton’s parks and green spaces:
merton.gov.uk/parks
Park Run: www.parkrun.org.uk
Start4Life: www.nhs.uk/start4life
Slimming World members
using the green gym in
Morden Park
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GYM MEMBERSHIP
ONLY £20.95 A MONTH.
NOW THAT’S BETTER.

CANONS LEISURE CENTRE

Our gym only membership costs just
£20.95 a month. So you can get fitter,
feel healthier and be better off too when
you take out a Better Gym membership.
Join today and make the most of:
• Access to fitness classes and
swimming pools at any Better leisure
centre* (top-up fee applies)
• Convenient monthly payments
– No contract
• And much, much more…

For centre details visit
www.better.org.uk/canons

In partnership with

Membership terms and conditions apply, please visit www.better.org.uk/terms Better is a registered trademark and trading name of GLL (Greenwich Leisure Limited), a charitable social
enterprise and registered society under the Co-operative & Community Benefit & Societies Act 2014 registration no. 27793R. Registered office: Middlegate House, The Royal Arsenal,
London, SE18 6SX. Inland Revenue Charity no: XR43398

Keeping you safe

Staying safe this Christmas

Images © iStockp.com/narvikk; René Mansi

The festive season can mean rich pickings
for burglars, so make sure you look after
your belongings, before and after the big
day. My Merton offers some top tips to help
you enjoy a safe and happy Christmas.

At home
Don’t advertise a valuable item such as
a new TV by placing the empty box outside.
Break down the packaging to conceal the
branding and don’t leave curtains open
to show off presents round the tree.

When you’re
out and about
While you’re out celebrating
make sure doors are locked
securely and leave a light on so
it looks like someone’s home.
If you’re going away for
Christmas cancel milk and
ask a neighbour to remove
any post, which might advertise
the fact that you’re not at home.
Make a plan for getting home
safely. Always use licenced mini
cabs or taxis. Make sure the
driver can confirm your name
and destination before you get in the car.
In January the police see a big rise in
street crime directed at teenagers who’ve
received the latest tech items for Christmas.
If you’re giving your child a new phone,
tablet or other device encourage them to
keep it hidden when out and about and
ideally to avoid taking it to school. Make

sure you set up the tracking features that
come free with devices. It’s also worth
registering your items with a service such
as immobilise.com

find out more
Search the Met website for information in
its anti-theft initiative Operation Bumblebee:
www.met.police.uk

Love shouldn’t hurt
Merton’s latest awareness-raising
campaign about domestic violence, Love
Shouldn’t Hurt, aims to keep the issue in
people’s minds and highlight the help
that’s available locally.
While most victims of domestic
violence are female, a significant number
of men suffer abuse at the hands of their
partners and often find it hard to come
forward for help. Joe is one example of
someone who has been helped by the
council’s One Stop Shop as he starts to
get his life back on track.

Joe’s story
Joe suffered domestic abuse at the hands
of his wife. He was beaten, had his hair
pulled and clothing destroyed and he was
subjected to verbal assaults in public. His
wife was controlling and threatened him
with arson if he spoke to anyone. Scared
for his life, Joe left and went to stay with
other family members.

Joe visited the One Stop Shop where he
was given advice by agencies that could
help, including the police, victim support
and a solicitor. Joe was offered, through
the council, support by an Independent
Domestic Violence Advocate (IDVA) and
they continued to work with Joe to keep
him safe and find him a new home.

We’re here to help you
One Stop Shop
Mondays (not bank holidays)
9.30am to 12 noon
Morden Baptist Church,
Crown Lane, Morden
Victim Support
020 7801 1777
www.merton.gov.uk/domesticviolence
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Community safety

New Year
New You
We have a great range of
courses starting in the New
Year at our Merton Campus.
Plus, if you can’t find what you want,
check out the courses at our Tooting
and Wandsworth centres.
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So, whether you want to
improve your computer skills
or try your hand at pottery,
now is the perfect time to
get started.

020 8918 7777
www.south-thames.ac.uk

Merton – proud to be a Fairtrade borough • Merton – proud to be a Fairtrade boroughIn•partnership
Merton – proud
to be a Fairtrade borough •
with

25

what’son

Your comprehensive guide to what’s happening in Merton. merton.gov.uk/events
COLLIERS WOOD

MITCHAM

Arts and entertainment

MORDEN

RAYNES PARK

WIMBLEDON/MERTON

New Wimbledon Theatre
93 The Broadway, Wimbledon, SW19 1QG
Book online www.atgtickets.com/wimbledon
Telephone booking 0844 871 7646
Group bookings 0844 871 7696
Access bookings 0844 871 7677 (no booking fees apply)

Morden Park Choral Society

l West Barnes
Singers Winter
Concert
Saturday 3
December, 7.30pm
St Saviour’s Church,
Grand Drive, Raynes Park,
SW20 9DG. Tickets on
door: Adults £10, children
free. Kick off your festive
season with a concert of
different flavours
including Mozart Missa
Brevis in D and Finzi
Et In Terra Pax. Also, a
selection of Christmas
Carols with St Mary’s
Choristers.

find out more
020 8648 3987
www.westbarnessingers.co.uk

l Morden Park
Choral Society
Carol concert
Saturday 10
December, 6pm
Come and join us for our
52nd annual carol concert
at St John the Divine,
High Path, Merton.
Tickets: £5; free for
children and senior
citizens. Wine, soft drinks
and mince pies included.

find out more
020 8648 6445
www.choralsocietymerton.org.uk

l Christingle Service
Saturday 27
November, 4–5.30pm
St Saviour’s Church,
Grand Drive.

find out more
stsaviour.net

l The Lantern
Arts Centre Snow
White and the
Seven Dwarfs
Wednesday 7–Saturday
10 December, 7.30pm.
10 December
matinee 3pm
Lantern Arts Centre,
Tolverne Rd, Raynes Park,
London SW20 8RA.
Discover a hidden gem in
the heart of Merton and
come along to our
community theatre for our
Christmas show, Snow
White and the Seven
Dwarfs. Tickets: £12.50
and £10.50 available at the
box office or by phone:
020 3671 7070.

find out more

l Dick Whittington
Friday 9 December 2016–
Sunday 15 January 2017
Tickets from £12. It’s panto season!
The home of London Panto, promises
to deliver copious amounts of festive
family fun in the form of Dick
Whittington. With a star cast studded
line up, it’s the jewel in everyone’s
Christmas crown.

l Buddy – The
Buddy Holly Story
Tuesday 24–Saturday
28 January 2017
Tickets from £20.40. Experience
drama, passion and excitement as a
cast of phenomenally talented actors
and musicians tell Buddy Holly’s story.

l Thoroughly Modern Millie
Tuesday 17–Saturday
21 January 2017
Tickets from £17.50. Strictly Come
Dancing’s Joanne Clifton stars as the
adorable Millie. Set in New York in
1922, this
hilarious
musical
comedy
features
spectacular
dance
routines and
great songs.

l Laughing Boy
Comedy Club presents
Friday 17 February 2017
Tickets £10. New Wimbledon Studio
hosts monthly comedy night starring
the countries best up-and-coming
stand-ups, and some familiar faces too.

www.lanternarts.org
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stayingin?

Here’s a selection of what’s
new in Merton’s libraries:

MY MERTON’S BOOK CHOICE

No Man’s Land
By David Baldacci
John Puller is the US Army’s most
tenacious investigator, but he is not
equipped to face the truth about his mother’s
disappearance thirty years ago. New evidence has
come to light suggesting that Puller’s father, a highly
decorated army veteran, may have murdered his wife...

Arts and entertainment continued
l Attic Theatre
Company Great
Expectations
Wednesday 30
November–Sunday 18
December; Monday–
Saturday evenings:
7.30pm; Sunday
matinees 3pm

Other books:
• This was a Man by Jeffrey Archer
• Night School by Lee Child
• Odessa Sea by Clive Cussler

eBOOKS and eAUDIOBOOKS
Merton libraries also have over 30,000 eBooks and
eAudiobooks available that can be downloaded to be read
via your computer, tablet or mobile device.

The Christmas Card
By Dilly Court (eBook)
The perfect heartwarming novel for
Christmas from Sunday Times
bestseller, Dilly Court. She turned the
picture of the Christmas card over with her frozen
hands, a pretty picture of a family gathering at
Yuletide. How different from her own life; stiff with
cold on the icy cobbles, aching for shelter.

Die Laughing
By Carola Dunn (eAudiobook)
One morning in April 1924, the
Honorable Daisy Dalrymple Fletcher
finds herself in a most unenviable
position. Despite her best attempts to elude the
inevitable, she must face her darkest fears and
confront the one person she has tried hardest to avoid
– the dentist. Upon arriving for her appointment, she
discovers the dentist stone-cold dead.

Merton Arts Space,
Wimbledon Library,
Wimbledon Hill Road,
London SW19 7NB.
Tickets: £16; £12.50
concessions. Attic is
proud to announce Great
Expectations will be the
inaugural production of
the new Merton Arts Space
at Wimbledon Library.

find out more
www.attictheatrecompany.com/
current-productions
info@attictheatrecompany.com

events

Christmas dinner

Tuesday 29 November 2016, 7pm for 7.30pm
South Thames College, London Road Morden.
Start the festive season celebrations by joining
the Mayor for an evening of superb food and
traditional Christmas music in the candlelit TASTE
restaurant. Tickets: £30 for a three-course dinner.
Includes pre-diner drink.

Saturday 28 January 2017, 6.30–9pm
St Mark’s Academy, Acacia Road, Mitcham CR4
1SF. Produced by the wonderful Merton Music
Foundation, this celebration of Merton musicmaking will delight the audience with a variety of
music styles to reflect the rich cultural diversity
across Merton. Tickets: £6.

Mediterranean Night

Friday 24 February 2017, 7pm for 7.30pm
Ambience, 12–14 Leopold Road, Wimbledon
SW19 7BD. Come and enjoy a traditional Turkish
Meze and belly dancing. Tickets: £30

Charity ball 2017

Saturday 29 April 2017
All England Lawn Tennis Club, Church Road
SW19 5AE. Civic dinner and fundraising evening
in aid of the mayor’s charities. Tickets: £90.

To book a table or to apply for a sponsorship
package please contact the Mayor’s Office:

020 8545 3517

l Nine Week
Singing Course
plus Show Night

Other eBooks and eAudiobooks
• The Dark Flood Rises by Margaret Drabble
• The Viscount and the Vixen by Lorraine Heath
• No Honor Among Thieves by J.A. Jance;
read by Karen Ziemba (eAudiobook)
• As Time Goes By by Mary Higgins Clarke;
read by Jan Maxwell (eAudiobook)

Mayor of Merton

Winter Warmer

© Jason Stitt | Dreamstime.com
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Tuesday 17 January–
Saturday 25 March
2017, 7.30–8.45pm
The Singing Shack,
5 Preston Road,
Wimbledon SW20 0SS.
£120. Nine Week Singing
Course Plus Show Night

Tuesday evenings
7.30–8.45pm. Open to
all levels. Sing in a fun,
dynamic group. Build
confidence and
experience, including
some solo singing.
The show night is an
opportunity to perform
live in a public venue
with an accompanist.
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Polka Theatre
240, The Broadway, Wimbledon, SW19 1SB
Box office: 020 8543 4888
www.polkatheatre.com

l How to Hide a Lion
Wednesday 26 October 2016–
Sunday 26 February 2017,
times vary
Adventure Theatre. Approximately
40 minutes. Relaxed performance:
Saturday 3 December, 12.30pm.
BSL performance: Saturday 7 January,
12.35pm. Based on the book by Helen
Stephens. Adapted and directed by
Peter Glanville. Music and songs by
Barb Jungr. When a lion is chased out
of town, a young girl helps him find
somewhere to hide. It’s not easy –
lions are too big, too fluffy and too
heavy! Ages 3–6 (special toddler
performances for ages 1–2). Tickets:
£12.50. Concessions and previews £9
(£1.50 transaction charge per booking).

l We’re Going on a Bear Hunt
Wednesday 2–Sunday 13
November, times vary
Little Angel Theatre. Approximately 45
minutes. Michael Rosen’s thrilling and
funny adventure jumps from the page

with puppetry and songs in this
entrancing show adapted and directed
by Peter Glanville with music by
celebrated singer-songwriter Barb
Jungr. A family go on an expedition of
a lifetime – running down the grassy
bank, wading through the cold river,
squelching over the oozy mud,
stumbling into the dark forest, then
peering into a cave… what will they
find? Ages 3–7. Tickets: £13.50,
concessions and previews £10 (£1.50
transaction charge per booking).

l Babe, the Sheep-Pig
Friday 25 November 2016–Sunday
5 February 2017, times vary

l Holy Trinity
Christmas Fair
Saturday 26 November
11am–4pm
Holy Trinity Church,
234 The Broadway,
Wimbledon SW19 1SB.
Free. Get into the
Christmas spirit!
Join us in an all-age event:
visit Santa’s grotto;
take part in (or taste) the
men/children bake-off
competition, raffle,
children’s activities,
and do last-minute
Christmas shopping.

find out more
www.ht-sw.org.uk

Approximately one hour 45 minutes
including interval. Relaxed
performance: Sunday 11 December,
11am. BSL performance: Saturday 7
January, 12.30pm. Audio Described
Performance: Saturday 7 January,
4pm. A Polka Theatre and Tom
O’Connell Productions Co-Production
By David Wood. Based on the book by
Dick King-Smith. Meet the little pig
with big dreams this winter, in a
heart-warming tale of friendship,
adventure and bravery. Join us for an
enchanting family favourite, as the
classic children’s novel which inspired
the Oscar-winning film comes alive
with plenty of laughter, thrills,
stunning puppetry and original music.
Ages 5–11. Tickets: £18.50, concessions
£12, previews £14 (£1.50 transaction
charge per booking).

l Carols by
Candlelight
Saturday 3 December,
5pm and 6.30pm
Wimbledon Village
Stables, 24a and b
High Street SW19 5DX.
A traditional candlelit
carol concert held in the

stable yard with a choir,
mince pies, mulled wine
and a visit from Santa.
It is a perfect event for
children but is thoroughly
enjoyed by all ages and is
open to all. Tickets go on
sale 1 November 2016
at the stables office.
Kindly sponsored by
Andrew Scott Robertson.
Tickets: £5.

find out more
www.wvstables.com

l Merton Abbey
Opera The Twelve
Days of Christmas
Saturday 17 December,
2016 at 7.30pm
A feast of seasonal music.
Christchurch, Colliers
Wood (near Colliers Wood
Tube). Tickets: (available
on door) £10 standard/
£8 concessions/
children under 12 free.
Refreshments included
in the entry price.

Wimbledon Park winter fun

Weather permitting, Wimbledon Park Watersports
and Outdoor Centre runs a number of activities
through the winter, so check it out!

find out more
www.booking.merton.gov.uk/wimbledon-park-watersports-centre
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Health and fitness

Morden Hall Park

National Trust Christmas events
l Postcards from Christmas
at Morden Hall Park

find out more

Saturday 26 November–Thursday
5 January, 9am–5pm
Find giant postcards and learn about how different
people celebrate Christmas around the world.
Make your own postcard about how you celebrate
at home. Free.

www.headwayswlondon.org

Community
forums
Anyone with an
interest in the local
area is invited to
attend these free
community meetings.
Discussions about a
range of local topics
will be held, with
issues being followed
up on by the relevant
organisations.

l Visit Father Christmas
26 and 27 November, 3, 4, 10, 11 December,
10am–4pm. Weekdays, 19–22 December,
10am–3.30pm
Meet Father Christmas and his elves and receive a
gift personalised just for you. There’ll also be a
different Christmas themed craft to take home each
weekend. £8 per child. Book to avoid disappointment.

l Christmas wreath workshops
Thursday 1 December, 1pm–4pm,
Friday 9 December, 7–9pm
Learn how to make
your own natural
wreath with our expert
instructor using
materials from the
park and our garden
centre. Hot drink and
mince pie included.
£35 per person.

mordenhallparkevents@nationaltrust.org.uk
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/mordenhallpark

Wednesday 30
November, 7.15pm
Raynes Park Library
Hall, Approach Road,
Raynes Park SW20 8BA.

l Wimbledon

© iStock.com/marilyna

find out more 020 8545 6850, 0344 249 1895

l Raynes Park

Tuesday 6 December,
7.15pm Mansel
Road Centre, Trinity
United Reformed
Church, Mansel Road,
Wimbledon SW19 4AA.

l Katriona Taylor
The Singing Shack, 5
Preston Road, Wimbledon
SW20 0SS. Develop
your solo voice. Perform
with an accompanist.
Receive guidance and gain
experience. For all ages.
Gospel singing workshop
Saturday 7 January
2017, 10am–1pm
An intensive morning of
singing gospel material
with harmonies. Price: £38.
Performance singing
workshop Saturday 14
January 2017, 10am–1pm
Price:£38.

Wimbledon Common
Golf Club, 19 Camp Road,
London SW19 4UW.
Play after 10am any
Monday for £10 a round.
For Merton residents only.
Offer: 12 September–31
March 2017. Experienced
golfers only. Present a
recent utility bill with your
address. Wear a red polo
shirt (or hire one from us).

find out more
020 8946 7571
clubhouse@wcgc.co.uk

find out more
www.katrionataylor.com

Family
l Foster Information Meetings
Morden Baptist Church, Crown Lane SM4 5BL.
Could you Foster? Come along to one of our events,
meet the team and also experienced Merton foster
carers to get a real feel for fostering. Hear about
fostering, the assessment process, impact on family
life, support, training, payments and much more.
Foster Information Meetings
are on the following days:
Wednesday 23
November, 6.30pm;
7 December, 10.30am
21 December, 6.30pm
11 January 2017, 10.30am
26 January 2017, 6.30pm

find out more
merton.gov.uk/fostering
020 8545 4070
fostering@merton.gov.uk

© Varina And Jay Patel | Dreamstime.com

© stocknroll | Dreamstime.com

Tuesday 6 December,
7.30–9pm
Drake House,
44 St George’s Road,
Wimbledon. Our
Wimbledon support group
offers adults with a brain
injury and those who care
for them information,
activities and the
opportunity to share
experiences with others
who are facing similar
challenges. Meetings in
2017 will be held on the
second Tuesday of the
month.

l Merton Monday

© Matthew Apps | Dreamstime.com

l Headway South
West London
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Merton Active Kids

Walks and talks

Wimbledon
National
Trust
Association

Wimbledon Park Pavilion, Home Park Road,
Wimbledon, London SW19 7HR

2.15–4pm. Christchurch
Hall, Cottenham Park
Road, West Wimbledon
(200 bus route).
Members £3,
non-members £3.50.
Find out more:
020 8946 4160

l Stories and
Pictures From
a Lifetime as a
Showbusiness
Photographer

Join our dramabuds for a magical Christmas
adventure full of interactive storytelling, drama,
play, movement and song! Getting all the children
involved in the action.

l Magical Christmas Toys
Saturday 26 November 2016
2–3pm for 2–4 1/2 years (parents stay);
3–4pm for 4–8 years
Fairy Christmas Belle will get the adventure started
by leading a warm up of toys dancing! The children
are then taken on an enchanting adventure as we
all become the magical toys that can only come to
life at night time. Together we journey up to the
moon inside a hot air balloon, then drift through
the night sky to the North Pole.

l The Night Before Christmas
Sunday 4 December 2016
10–11am for 2–4 1/2 years (parents stay);
11–12 noon for 4–8 years
After a lively game of musical Christmas statues the
children perform the first part of the tale, The night
before Christmas, when there is a knock on the
window from Rudolph. Oh no! Father Christmas is
not feeling very well. He has a terrible cold and
needs the children to gallop all the way to North
Pole to help save Christmas. We arrive at the North
Pole, have fun in the snow, make presents with the
elves, and ride by sleigh through the night sky.

l Melanie’s
autumn walks
Saturday 17
December, 12.30pm
Mitcham Junction
(meet at bus stop on the
bridge) Christmas Party,
Ecology Centre, Mitcham
Common 2–4pm.
Preceded by a walk around
Mitcham Common, three
to four miles, easy, linear.
Sunday 29
January, 10.30am
Wandle Walk along
the Wandle Trail via
Hackbridge and
Carshalton, to include
visit to Wilderness Island.
Return to Mitcham
Junction via Beddington
Park and Beddington

Farmlands with a stop at
the café for refreshments.
Five to six miles,
easy, circular.

l Going for a Song
Mitcham: Wednesday,
1–2pm, Vestry Hall,
London Road, Mitcham
CR4 3UD. £3.50.
Wimbledon: Wednesday,
3–4pm, St Mark’s Church
Hall, St Mark’s Place,
Wimbledon SW19 7ND,
£5. Choirs for the over 55s.
Join us in either Mitcham
or Wimbledon to learn
some great songs and
make new friends in a
relaxed environment.

find out more
020 8640 6800

Each adventure costs £7.50.

find out more
online bookings: www.merton.gov.uk/activekids

Going for a Song

Saturday 21
January 2017
Experienced speaker,
John McKenzie, will
give a talk accompanied
by the images taken
by his late father
throughout his 60+
years as one of the top
London photographers
in his field. The images
include Elizabeth
Taylor, Vera Lynn and
the Two Ronnies and
many are accompanied
by interesting and/or
amusing tales.

l The Crop
Circle Mystery
Saturday 18
February 2017
With stunning visuals,
Andy Thomas explores
the extraordinary
phenomenon of crop
circles, the intricate
shapes which appear
in fields around the
world each summer
and still defy total
explanation despite
media scepticism and
ongoing debate.
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Explore Learning workshops
l Alice in
Wonderland

l Free, informal
Italian class

Thursday 29 December,
1.30–2.30pm
West Barnes Library.
For ages 6–7.

Saturdays 3pm.
Mitcham Library.
Beginner level.

l Astrosaurs
Thursday 22 December
2.30–1.30pm
Pollards Hill library.
For ages 6–8.

l Zoe’s art class
for adults
Tuesday at 5pm
Wimbledon library.
No need to book.

l Knit & Natter
l Mantra Singing
and Vocal Sound
Meditation
Thursdays at 2.30pm
Raynes Park library.

Thursdays 11am-1pm
West Barnes Library.
Do your own project or
help us knit for charity,
Materials supplied.
Free tea or coffee.

© iStock.com/Fly_dragonfly
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MERTON COUNCIL

Fly-tippers
we are
watching
y u
Fly-tippers and those who pay fly-tippers
The residents of Merton and Merton Council are always on the look
out and regularly report offenders. You may have already been seen
and reported and could receive an unlimited fine and/or imprisonment.
If you see fly-tipping report the offence online at:

merton.gov.uk/flytipping
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MERTON COUNCIL

DON’T BE
ON YOUR OWN
THIS WINTER

STAY SAFE
WITH A MASCOT
TELECARE RED BUTTON
24 hour assistance is
just a button push away
If you live on your own, give
yourself peace of mind this winter.
With MASCOT Telecare, emergency
help will quickly be with you if you
have a fall or get into difficulty
MASCOT Telecare will provide you with either
an alarm unit, which can be placed on a table,
or a small discreet pendant which may be worn
around your neck. In both cases, when the
button is pressed the alarm call is sent via your
telephone line to the MASCOT control centre
in Merton.

Some of our sensors do not even require you
to press them as they are designed to go off
automatically if you get into difficulty.
A handyman service is included for help with
those small DIY jobs such as changing light
bulbs, putting up shelves, fixing door bells and
ensuring your house/flat is safe.
MASCOT Telecare services will give peace of
mind to you and your loved ones. For more
information please call:

020 8274 5940

www.mascot-telecare.org.uk
mascot@merton.gov.uk
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minutes
with...

Diana Sterck
Chief executive of Merton
Chamber of Commerce
Diana Sterck first joined
the organisation in 2001.
Her passion is business and
making it work for Merton.
What is the role of Merton Chamber
of Commerce?
From our offices in Mitcham and Wimbledon, we
represent the 10,500 businesses in Merton and we
are a first point of call for anyone wanting to connect
with business.

What do businesses like about Merton?
Most businesses tell me they’re here because of the
great transport links: road, rail, tram and buses and
there’s a lot of recruitment opportunity here.

What is the best part of your job?
I am privileged to meet a lot of business people which
gives me a fascinating insight into different types of
businesses and ways of working. I must also mention
at this particularly sad time, our chairman, Reverend
Andrew Wakefield, who recently passed away,
helped enormously with bringing businesses and the
community together to make Merton a good place to
do business. It was a great pleasure to work with him
and he will be sorely missed.

What are you most proud of?
Our Premier package offers a personalised service with
business connections and sponsorship opportunities
and Take One is our support service to help businesses
recruit great staff. The annual Best Business Awards
showcases the best of Merton’s businesses which always
makes me very proud.

What is the future for businesses
in Merton?

mymerton

The future is full of opportunities and challenges such
as Crossrail 2 and the regeneration of Morden town
centre. Merton is a great place to work and do business
and it’s our job to ensure businesses are recognised for
their contribution to the local economy nationally,
regionally and locally.

news and information from your council

find out more about how the council supports
Merton Chamber of Commerce: merton.gov.uk/mbss

