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The Leader of Merton Council,

Councillor Stephen Alambritis,
writes for My Merton
After five years
of being Leader
of the council
I’ve finally been
allowed a whole
page to speak
to you!
These are difficult times for local
councils so it makes sense that the
people you’ve elected to make the
hard decisions should explain the
challenges to residents.
I knock on residents’ doors every
week to find out if they have any issues
they want to raise with me. Many of
you talk to me about how the country
is changing. There’s less money to go
round to pay for local services and
people are having to do more and
more for themselves.

We’ve agreed that we should
focus our funding on the people who
are most in need. So we have ensured
that children’s services and adult social
care get less of a share of the cuts. The
majority of our spending is on these
two areas however, so we do need to
make some savings. But the savings
will be less than in other services.
Because we’re business-like,
we’ve saved millions by being more
efficient. We’ve worked with other
councils to save money through joint
services. We’ve made sure we drive
hard bargains with the contractors
we work with. And we’ve invested in
new technology to cut expensive
bureaucracy and allow staff to spend
more time delivering services to the
people who need them.

Y:Cube homes in Mitcham
We have many of the same issues in
Merton. Local councils have seen their
funding from central government cut
by 40% over the last few years, with
more cuts to come. Merton has to find
£15m in savings over the next few years.
Some councils have been forced
to close libraries or children’s centres
as a result of reductions in their
funding. But I’m a businessman
myself. So in Merton we’ve taken a
business-like approach. We’ve even
managed to freeze your council tax five
years in a row, including for people on
low income. We’re hoping to do the
same this year – I’ll let you know in
the next issue.

But it’s illegal for the council not
to set a balanced budget so we will
still have to make some difficult
calls when it comes to balancing the
council’s budget over the next
few months.
Not everyone will be happy with
every decision we have to make. But I
hope most people will agree with our
business-like approach as we do our
best to maintain the services you
value the most.

Homes we
can afford
I recently converted my loft so both
my kids can stay in the family home
a bit longer. They’re not ready to give
up my wife’s great Greek cooking yet!
I’m lucky we have room. Many
young people in the borough who are
looking for a home of their own just
can’t afford to get on the property
ladder in the area they were born.
Sadly, recent announcements
from government mean that
developers may no longer have to
build housing that is affordable to
the average Merton resident as a
condition of planning permission.
And government inspired changes
to how housing associations work
may mean their role as providers
of low cost rented accommodation
will be eroded.
London really is facing a housing
crisis and the rules that reduce
local councils’ ability to borrow at
a cheap rate to build affordable
homes aren’t helping.
However in Merton we continue
to work with developers where we
can and the YMCA’s new Y:Cube
development in Mitcham is a great
example of this, moving people from
temporary accommodation into new
affordable homes.
Of course, housing is a Londonwide issue and is also the job of the
Mayor of London. The current Mayor
is standing down in May. I look
forward to working with the next
Mayor to make affordable housing a
priority so that local young people can
find somewhere of their own to live in
Merton if that’s what they want to do.
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Volunteer
Police Cadets
achieve best
result ever!

Merton celebrates top achievers

PC Tim Mann
with Merton
police cadets

Merton’s top achievers
Merton’s volunteer police cadets
performed well this summer
at the Metropolitan Police’s
three-day summer competition,
coming 18th out of the
participating 32 London boroughs.
The competition took place at
the Met’s Public Order Training
Centre in Kent. Over 300 young
people aged 13–18 from across
the capital competed in a series
of real-life police scenarios and
activities including dealing with
a traffic accident, chemical
incident and firearms incident.

Council
consults
on adult
social care
The council is asking for
residents’ views on how it
should deliver adult social care
in light of the significant
financial challenges it faces,
including cuts from central
government. The council has
agreed that adult social care
and children’s services should
have less of a share of the cuts
than other areas, but there will
still need to be significant
savings. Paper copies of the
consultation are available in
libraries and day centres.
The consultation runs until 7
December. Public meetings
will be at Vestry Hall on 30
November and 2 December.

find out more
merton.gov.uk/adult-social-care

Earlier this autumn, Merton
Council celebrated the
borough’s young people’s
success at a special Top
Achievers’ event. Mayor of
Merton Councillor David
Chung joined cabinet member

for education Councillor Martin
Whelton and Director of
Children, Schools and Families
Yvette Stanley in congratulating
the students on their 2015
GCSE and A Level results.
Secondary and special schools

from across the borough
nominated students who had
achieved exceptional grades
and also those who had pulled
off personal achievements or
made outstanding progress in
a particular area.

Spectrumm Festival comes to Merton
Excitement was in the air earlier this autumn
when the Merton Council-funded Spectrumm
Festival arrived at Abbey Mills. Incredible
performances from internationally acclaimed
beat boxer, Shlomo blew the crowd away.
Other performers included The Bikini Beach
Band, The Brass Volcanoes, DJ Wrongtom,
DJ Bobafat and Amy Fitz Doyley. Music,
urban games, street art and a tasty barbecue
provided something for everyone at the
fun-packed festival.

find out more
merton.gov.uk/spectrummfestival

The Bikini Beach Band

New council website coming soon
My Merton reported last issue
about how the council is
working on a new website to
make it easier for residents
and businesses to pay for
things and raise issues that
matter to them online. The
magazine also reported on
how the council is working on
developing a personal account
for every resident and business
in the borough. That work
is ongoing, but residents will
start to see changes in the

New Year. Residents can keep
updated on the latest through
My Merton and online. The
council will also continue to ask
residents for their views
on the site so any necessary
changes can be made as
quickly as possible. Council
staff will be on hand to help
those residents who may not
be as confident using online
services to set up an account
and show them how useful it
can be.

© fatesun, iStockphoto.com
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Free parking in council
car parks this Christmas
With people still feeling the pinch
financially, the council will be giving
residents a little extra this Christmas as it
keeps up its recent tradition of free parking
in council car parks in the run-up to
Christmas. The council has been able to
do this due to its business-like approach.
Shoppers can take advantage of the free
parking on the four weekends leading up to
Leader of the council,
Christmas Day, plus Christmas Eve, in all
Cllr Stephen Alambritis
council-managed car parks. Thousands of
shoppers could save an average of £6 for a four-hour shop on a
Saturday.* We are asking people to spend the money they save in
local businesses, helping to safeguard jobs in the borough.

Morden Leisure Centre
My Merton continues to report on the progress with the new
affordable family Leisure Centre set to come to Morden in
2018. The council has now appointed a specialist design team.
Lots of residents responded to our consultation last year so we
have a clear idea about what residents want to see in a new
leisure centre. The next steps will include working with the
new designers and talking with residents, local businesses and
community groups about how we create a good quality and
value for money family leisure centre.

find out more
merton.gov.uk/leisureformorden

*Not available in Coombe Lane car park

Cashless parking in Merton
Merton residents and visitors
will be relieved that they will no
longer have to rummage around
for change after cashless parking
arrived on the streets of Merton

earlier this autumn. Following
cashless parking being
introduced to council car parks
last year, the council has now
extended the scheme to all
parking bays on Merton’s roads.
Motorists can now pay for their
parking using the free Ringo
Smartphone app at 350 locations
across the borough. This will also
save the council money and help
make our services more efficient.

find out more
merton.gov.uk/cashless-parking

LGBT
history
month
February is LGBT history
Month and the council will be
celebrating the contribution
lesbian, gay, bisexual and
transgender people have
made to the borough over the
centuries. The 2016 theme
explores religion, belief and
philosophy.

find out more
www.merton.gov.uk/lgbt

Watch your butt!
Meanwhile, Merton’s 55 playgrounds are going
Merton Council is cracking down on litter,
TOP
smoke free. With the help of local children, the
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Give something
extra this Christmas
Cabinet member for education Cllr Martin Whelton
with pupils from Gorringe Park Primary School

Lights, camera, action
at Gorringe Park
Gorringe Park Primary School in Mitcham opened its brand
new TV studio and IT facility this summer. Pupils at the
school will benefit from hands-on experience both in front
of and behind the camera and we could well be seeing the
next generation of broadcast journalists and TV executives.
The school is planning to invite community groups into the
school so that as many people as possible in Merton can
benefit
from this resource.
Merton
Business
Loan Fund

Anyone planning to give an
e-reader this Christmas can give
friends and family a free gift
card which will tell them how
they can access thousands of
free eBooks, eAudiobooks and
eMagazines through their local
library. The council will be
upgrading its website over the
coming months. This will
include a new feature called
e-hub, which will make it easier
for library users to navigate and
download e-publications directly
from the council’s website.
They will also have access
to a greater choice of online
materials as part of our
award-winning library service.
find out more merton.gov.uk/ebooks

Finance for Merton businesses

Merton
Business
Loan Fund
Finance for Merton businesses

Merton Business Loan Fund
Contact us: 0845 603 2820, mertonloans@gle.co.uk,
Visit glemerton loans.co.uk or glebusinessloans.co.uk

GROWING
BUSINESSES

COMPETITIVE
FIXED
INTEREST
RATES

UNSECURED

LOANS
UP TO

£70,000
COUNCILBACKED

FAIR

ASSESSMENT

Provided by:
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Y:Cube meets needs
of single young people
An exciting new Mitcham
housing project called Y:Cube
was completed in September.
Y:Cube is a housing initiative
from the YMCA and will
provide 36 affordable homes for
single young people. Rent is set
at 65% of the market rate at
about £148 per week. Half of
people put forward for a home
here will be on the council’s
housing waiting list. The
remaining new residents will
be those currently in YMCA
temporary housing. With

Y:Cube homes in Mitcham
housing in general so hard to
come by in the capital, the
council always looks to work

with developers who can
provide well-designed housing
that is more affordable.

Art making
a difference
Merton Council has been working with people at its
Eastway Day Centre, exploring personal memories
through art. Clients at the centre, all of whom are living
with dementia, joined in art sessions over 13 weeks in the
summer. Activities included painting postcards in water
colours and making props for a song and dance show,
which they then performed in front of relatives and staff
at the day centre. The project also inspired staff with new
art skills so they could run their own exciting workshops.

It’s that time of year again to get the flu vaccine.
Everyone who is 65 or over, or who is pregnant is
eligible for a free flu vaccine. Children aged six
months and people up to 65 who have a long-term
medical condition such as diabetes, lung disease
or heart disease are eligible too. Children who are
aged two, three and four on 31 August 2015 and
carers are also entitled to the free vaccine. The
NHS recommends all two to four year olds should
be vaccinated with the single dose of nasal spray
which is squirted up each nostril to help protect
them from the virus. Your GP or participating
pharmacy are on hand to help.

find out more
www.nhs.uk search flu vaccine

© Monkey Business Images, Dreamstime.com

Get your free flu vaccine

Merton
develops
Food
Charter
Working with local partners
and organisations including
Sustainable Merton, Abundance
Wimbledon, LiveWell and
South Thames College, the
council is set to transform the
borough’s food culture through
a Food Charter. The charter sets
out a vision for healthy and
sustainable food in Merton and
will include information on
local food businesses, healthy
eating, food waste and sourcing
good ingredients.
Any individual or organisation
can sign up to the charter and
make a pledge to support one or
more of the charter’s aims. These
support residents to eat a healthy
diet, as well as encourage local
food businesses to make the
healthier option the easiest option
for their customers to choose.

find out more
merton.gov.uk/mertonfoodcharter

Faiths in
Merton come
together
All the faiths represented in
Merton’s Faith and Belief
Forum will celebrate the
contribution people of a
diverse range of faiths in
Merton make to the borough.
Churches, mosques and
temples open their doors,
inviting residents to see
inside some of Merton’s
great buildings and to talk
about the different faiths.
Find out more on pages 12
and 13 of this magazine
about how faiths are working
together in Merton.

• Merton – proud to be a Fairtrade borough • Merton – proud to be a Fairtrade borough • Merton – proud to be a Fairtrade borough

7

news

MERTON COUNCIL

Watch your
butt. It could
cost you £80
merton.gov.uk/litter-enforcement
Photo: Grave of butts by Matthew Romack, from Flickr. Made available by creative comms attribution 2.0 generic (cc by 2.0) license

Do you want to give up
smoking and improve
your lifestyle?
LiveWell can help
live-well.org.uk/merton

Keeping Merton informed

A golden year
to remember

Swapping petrol power for pedal power can be an
exhilarating experience. Cycling improves fitness
and can be a quicker way of getting around. But on
crowded roads, people can be anxious about cycling.
To encourage more people to get on their bikes, the
council’s road safety team is offering a wide range
of free cycling courses for children and adults.
The free Bikeability training courses cater
for beginners, improvers and commuters. The
council also runs free cycle training for community
groups as well as for teachers and parents. It also
organises women and family-led rides. New free
taster cycling sessions for children, teens and
adults with special needs are now available too.
On top of all this, the council hosts Dr Bike
maintenance sessions where bike mechanics
are on hand to service bikes for free. As well as
the courses, the team works with the council’s
regeneration team to improve facilities for cyclists
on our roads and in Merton’s town centres around
the borough.
find out more merton.gov.uk/cycling

© Martinmark, Dreamstime.com

On your bike

Thank you to everyone who has helped
us celebrate Merton’s 50th golden year.
Community groups across the borough
have celebrated the anniversary by
putting on a number of special events.
This included a birthday celebration,
a Bake Off, a planting competition, a
musical tour de force, a logo competition,
photography exhibitions and much
more. The final event of the year will
be the Mayor’s Charity Performance
of Peter Pan at the New Wimbledon
Theatre on Tuesday 15 December.
There will be collection point where
theatre-goers can donate to the Mayor’s
charities, which this year are Friends
in St Helier (FISH) and Merton Centre
for Independent Living.

find out more
Book tickets: www.atgtickets.com/shows/
peter-pan/new-wimbledon-theatre/

MERTON COUNCIL

Park for free
in Merton this
Christmas
Free parking* available in Merton
for four weekends leading up to
Christmas plus Christmas Eve
and Christmas Day.

*Free parking applies to council-managed car parks on
November 28, 29, December 5, 6, 12, 13, 19, 20, 24, 25.
Free parking is not available at Coombe Lane Car Park,
Raynes Park. All other parking conditions apply.
Check out the council’s website for our car park locations.

merton.gov.uk/carparks
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If you have
a fall this
winter,
don’t be on
your own
24hour assistance is
just a button push away
If you live on your own, give
yourself peace of mind this winter.
With MASCOT Telecare, emergency
help will quickly be with you if you
have a fall or get into difficulty.
MASCOT Telecare will provide you with either
an alarm unit, which can be placed on a table,
or a small discreet pendant which may be worn
around your neck. In both cases, when the
button is pressed the alarm call is sent via your
telephone line to the MASCOT control centre in

Merton. Some of our sensors do not even require
you to press them as they are designed to go off
automatically if you get into difficulty.
A handyman service is included for help with
those small DIY jobs such as changing light bulbs,
putting up shelves, fixing door bells and ensuring
your house/flat is safe.

MASCOT Telecare services will give peace
of mind to you and your loved ones.
For more information please call:

020 8274 5940

www.mascot-telecare.org.uk
mascot@merton.gov.uk
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Looking out for others

Stay warm and well
Now winter’s really arrived, spread a bit of warmth by looking out for
your neighbours. My Merton takes a look at what we can all do to make
sure our neighbours are safe and well.

T

here are lots of ways we can do
our bit to make sure older people
in the borough stay warm and
well this winter. If there are older
people in your street, who live alone, think
about popping round to check they’re OK.
Sparing half an hour for a chat, picking up
some shopping or accompanying someone
if they feel unsteady while out alone, can
make a huge difference. It’s important to
eat well when it’s cold, so drop in with a
bowl of soup or a casserole and you could
be a lifesaver.

Tips for staying warm
and well as you get older...
l

l

l

© Stylephotographs, Dreamstime.com

l

Make sure you have your flu jab. They
are free to everyone over 65. Contact your
GP practice for an appointment now.
Eat at least one hot meal a day and
have plenty of hot drinks to boost
your temperature.
Heat your house to at least 18°C, or 21°C
in your living room; wear warm layers
and keep active by moving around as
much as you can.
If you can’t get out because of the cold,
don’t feel isolated. Local befriending
schemes put older people in touch
with volunteers. Some involve regular
phone calls but others are face-to-face.

If you’re worried about your own or a
loved-one’s safety think about joining
Merton’s MASCOT telecare service, which
offers an emergency response at the touch
of a button.
Suzette Simon, who manages the service,
says: “Our friendly staff are trained to
respond quickly to calls for help, offering
reassurance. In an emergency they will
remain in contact until they are satisfied
you are safe and well.”
For a weekly fee you’ll receive a basic
package of a telecare unit, pendant button,
smoke detector and carbon monoxide
detectors. The pendant can be worn as a
necklace or wrist strap. If you’re on a low
income you may receive the service at a
reduced cost.

find out more
For more winter wellness tips
and local befriending services visit
www.ageuk.org.uk/merton or call
020 8648 5792
For MASCOT telecare call 020 8274 5940
For winter health tips visit
www.nhs.uk/Livewell/winterhealth

“Our friendly staff are trained
to respond quickly to calls
for help, offering reassurance.
In an emergency they will
remain in contact until
they are satisfied
you are safe
and well.”
Suzette Simon

• Merton – proud to be a Fairtrade borough • Merton – proud to be a Fairtrade borough • Merton – proud to be a Fairtrade borough
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one community
Faith and belief in Merton

Having faith in one another
Merton is rich in diversity and culture. Different faiths and cultures are all part
of this richness, so My Merton takes a look at some of the faiths and people
representing them, to see how they work together for a better Merton.

F

aith and belief can be a tricky
subject to talk about and one that
sometimes has negative associations
– just turn on the news and you’ll
hear plenty about religious extremism,
intolerance and bigotry. So it’s easy to
miss the many ordinary people whose
beliefs strengthen their commitment
to improving life in their
communities, whether by
bringing people together
or addressing poverty
and deprivation.

Faith and
Belief Forum

Hands © hidesy, iStockphoto.com

Merton is a diverse community
where people of many faiths, and none,
rub along well together. So it’s not
surprising that the borough has a
flourishing interfaith movement that has
been uniting people for a decade. The
Faith and Belief Forum meets four times
a year. Its membership includes people
representing the Muslim, Christian,
Jewish, Buddhist and Hindu faiths.

Merton – proud to be a Fairtrade borough • Merton – proud to be a Fairtrade borough • Merton – proud to be a Fairtrade borough •

Faith and belief in Merton

It also includes a
representative of the
British Association of
Humanists, Audrey King.
“I joined the forum about
seven years ago,” says Audrey.
“As an active Humanist I take an interest
in working with all sections of society.
I help to organise and participate in
the Holocaust Memorial Day every
January and I lay a wreath at the local
Remembrance Day event in November.”

Regular events
Over the years the forum has
organised numerous events
to bring people from different
backgrounds together. An
example of this was the Inter
Faith Walk held to celebrate the
Olympics. Participants walked to
various religious buildings in the borough
where they were greeted with refreshments
and given a talk about the faith. This
November during Inter Faith Week the
Morden Islamic Community
Centre opens its doors to
host Diversi-Tea – an event
showcasing various tea
rituals from across the
globe. Participants will be
treated to tea and cakes.

An important part of the
forum’s calendar is the
annual civic event to mark
Holocaust Memorial Day
on 27 January, which has
included speakers from all
faiths, as well as Holocaust survivors.
It is an attempt to remember this terrible
period in history, and other acts of
genocide across the world, and make a
stand against prejudice and discrimination
today.

Faith into practice
For many people charitable acts
are an important way of living
their beliefs. A good example is
the night shelter project for
homeless people led by the
YMCA working with Faith in
Action. Different venues host the
shelter with faith groups taking turns to
help out. One of the venues used has been
the Wimbledon Synagogue and
Wimbledon Mosque organises
food and volunteers when the
Salvation Army Hall is used.
Lieutenant Annette Wicks
from the Salvation Army
explained: “We offer the
facilities of our building
and they provide the

personnel and food; two faiths
working together effectively.”
The Faith in Action project also
unites people of different faiths,
and none, to provide a twice-weekly
homeless drop-in centre at the hall. As
well as extending a warm welcome, the
centre provides hot meals, showers and
help with job search.
Annette Wicks continues: “Working
together helps improve
relationships between
different groups in the
community, which
fosters greater
understanding too.
We may have different
theological beliefs that
we will never agree on but
we can agree on our common humanity
and our responsibility to care for our
community as a whole.”

find out more
For details of Interfaith Forum
meetings and events visit
www.merton.gov.uk/interfaith_forum
For Faith in Action visit
www.mertonfaithinaction.org

Focus on Saleem Sheikh
Saleem Sheikh MBE is a key member of
Merton’s community. In 2000 the Queen
presented him with an MBE for his
contribution to civic life and work on
fostering good community relations.
A retired research scientist, Saleem lives
in Wimbledon. He came to the UK in
1960 as a post graduate student from
Pakistan. He attends Wimbledon mosque
and works alongside people of other faiths
and none as a founding member of
Merton’s Faith and Belief Forum.
For 40 years Saleem has held positions
on boards for numerous organisations,
including Age UK, the council’s Older

People and Health Scrutiny panel, Asian
Elders, the Joint Consultative Committee
with Ethnic Minorities and, for three
decades, Merton Seniors’ Forum. He is
now their patron. He also works with the
police on community issues.
Recently Saleem was at Scotland Yard,
meeting the Police Commissioner with
other representatives from boroughs
across London looking at what could be
done to reduce knife crime and at how to
build young people’s trust and confidence
in the police. With Age UK, of which he is
a trustee, and Asian Elders, he represents
older people in the borough and helps to

promote their wellbeing. He has also
worked for 21 years at Merton and
Lambeth Citizens’ Advice Bureau.
Speaking to My Merton, Saleem said:
“In Merton we all generally get along well
together. It’s a place rich in diversity and I
truly believe it is this diversity that makes a
place stronger. We all have a responsibility
to create a borough that has a sense of
community and where we can all feel at
home. We can learn so much from each
other. I love working as part of Merton’s faith
and belief forum with Christians, Buddhists,
Sikhs, Jews, Hindus and Humanists to
help build a good and tolerant society.”
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one community

COMPETITION

Win a family ticket* to see

at New Wimbledon Theatre
The Home of London Pantomime!
Whisk yourselves away to Neverland in an enchanting and
timeless tale at New Wimbledon Theatre this Christmas.
Join Peter Pan and Wendy as they take on Captain Hook in the
ultimate family adventure; this pantomime guarantees magical
sets and costumes, amazing special effects and spectacular
song and dance numbers. As the home of London pantomime
with the likes of Priscilla Presley, Jo Brand, Pamela Anderson
and David Hasselhoff starring in recent years, New Wimbledon
Theatre is the place to be this winter.

Peter Pan will be at New Wimbledon Theatre from 5 December
to 10 January 2016. Visit www.atgtickets.com/wimbledon to
book tickets (booking fee applies). For your chance to win a
family ticket for four, simply answer the following question:

Where do the Peter Pan adventures take place?
A) Disneyland
B) Neverland
C) Greenland
In your answer, you must include the following: name, email
address, phone number and postal address. You can email
your answer to communications@merton.gov.uk or write to us
at My Merton, 7th floor, Civic Centre, London Road, Morden
SM4 5DX. The closing date for entries is 18 December 2015.
Terms and conditions
*The tickets are non-transferable. There are no cash
alternatives, accommodation or travel included in this prize.
The competition is for one group ticket (four tickets) to see
Peter Pan at New Wimbledon Theatre, valid on any
performance between 5–10 January 2016.

MERTON COUNCIL

Fostering why Steve thinks
you should go for it
Steve was in foster care at the age of 13 because
of a breakdown in the relationship with his mother.
What were you thinking when you first
arrived at your foster family?

What advice would you give to people
who want to foster teenagers?

Were you made to feel part of the family?

If you are interested in fostering
for Merton, please contact us:

I felt relieved. I was expecting to have someone like
a teacher reading the rules but they made me feel at
home. My carer told me about the local area - where
to go and not to go and it made me feel like she was
looking out for my safety.
Yes. On my birthday my carers took me out to
dinner like I was one of their own children. It’s
important that foster children are not treated
differently and doing things together as a family
really helps. Even the smallest thing like saying
I was welcome to help myself to a snack made
me feel at home.

Foster

I would say, don’t judge a book by its cover, not all
young people fit the stereotypes given to them by
society. Try and find a young person’s strengths and
guide them down the right path.

0800 073 0874
fostering@merton.gov.uk

merton.gov.uk/fostering
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Merton at War trails

World War I on
your doorstep
As part of the Carved in Stone project, Merton’s Heritage Service is
working with volunteers to research the lives of people who feature
on local war graves and memorials. They have also been unearthing
stories about life on the home front and fascinating facts about the
buildings and places we pass every day. My Merton finds out more…
New
Wimbledon
Theatre

T

he council’s heritage service
has used its ‘Carved in Stone’
research into WW1 to devise
the Merton at war trail, which
launched during Remembrance Week.
This map highlights sites with First
World War associations, enabling you to
explore different parts of the borough
and learn about what was happening
locally 100 years ago.
The Wimbledon area holds venues
once used for military recruitment drives
including Latimer Road baths (now the
leisure centre) and the New Wimbledon
Theatre. Opened in 1910, the theatre put
on patriotic shows starring big names
such as Vesta Tilley and Marie Lloyd.

Many ordinary buildings around the
borough have wartime connections,
such as number 5 Lavender Walk in
Mitcham, the birthplace of Second
Lieutenant William Allison White. The
son of a market gardener was awarded
the Victoria Cross in 1918.
Poet and author, Robert Graves
lived at number 1 Lauriston Place in
Wimbledon. His autobiographical book
Goodbye to All That gives a compelling
account of the war. Local retailers,
the Wright Brothers also offered up
their property on Wimbledon Hill,
which from 1914 became a club for
Belgian refugees.
Several wartime hospitals feature on
the map including Morden Hall, home
of Gilliat Edward Hatfield, the last
squire of Morden. Following the
outbreak of war he moved to the Morden
cottage so that Morden Hall could be
converted to a convalescent home for
military casualties. Convalescing patients

could enjoy walking in the picturesque
gardens and even took punt-rides on
the river.
Rutlish School, Merton Park opened
in 1895. As well as offering academic
subjects, it placed emphasis on military
drill and rifle practice. Unsurprisingly
many of its old boys joined the officer
corps, including John Dimmer, who was
awarded a VC for an act of unbridled
heroism in Belgium.
Copies of the Merton at War trail are
available across the borough from a
range of local heritage sites, your local
libraries and the Local Studies Centre in
Morden Library.
The Heritage Service is still gathering
information for the project to be
included in online resources, school
resource packs, exhibitions and more.
So if your relatives fought in World
War I, please contact the Local Studies
Centre on 020 8545 3239 or email
local.studies@merton.gov.uk

Get involved
We’re seeking more young volunteers to help with Carved in Stone.
This type of work experience will boost CVs or university applications,
so let us know if you’re interested. If your relatives fought in World
War I or supported the war effort and you have stories or memorabilia
that you would like to record for posterity, come and tell us your story.
find out more merton.gov.uk/carvedinstone; 020 8545 3239/4038,
local.studies@merton.gov.uk, merton.gov.uk/heritage
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Regular round-up

No need for waste this
Christmas
As many of us gather around
the tree to open our Christmas
presents, cutting waste may not
come immediately to mind...
© Bhofack2, Dreamstime.com

Wrapping paper and packaging usually ends up in a
big pile in the middle of the floor where the present
unwrapping is happening. It’s not all for the bin though.
And there’s usually a lot more food around too. Here are
some top tips on recycling, saving money and decluttering
your home this Christmas:
l Use the council’s free bulky waste collection service
to dispose of any large items you no longer need
l Avoid metallic wrapping paper and cards which can’t be recycled and recycle the rest
l Plan your meals and check out the Love Food, Hate Waste website for a range of tasty recipes to create from your leftovers

Over the festive season, there
will be some changes to the
collection days of your recycling,
food and refuse service.

New Year resolution
to cut waste
January is a time for resolutions and
setting ourselves new challenges.
Let’s all pledge to cut our waste in
2016. It can be easy:
l Save on the 5p bag plastic bag tax
and get a reusable shopping bag
l Choose items that either come in no
packaging or recyclable packaging
l Squash down and recycle plastic
bottles, tubs, trays and cartons so
we can fit more into our trucks
and can cut down on the number
of journeys to the recycling centre
l Rinse out and recycle glass
bottles, jars and tins

Your usual collection day

Your revised collection day

Monday 21 December 2015

Saturday 19 December 2015

Tuesday 22 December 2015

Monday 21 December 2015

1 day early

find out more

Wednesday 23 December 2015 Tuesday 22 December 2015

1 day early

merton.gov.uk/recycling

2 days early

Thursday 24 December 2015

Wednesday 23 December 2015

1 day early

Friday 25 December 2015

Thursday 24 December 2015

1 day early

Monday 28 December 2015

Monday 28 December 2015

No change

Tuesday 29 December 2015

Tuesday 29 December 2015

No change

Wednesday 30 December 2015 Wednesday 30 December 2015

No change

Thursday 31 December 2015

Thursday 31 December 2015

No change

Friday 1 January 2016

Saturday 2 January 2016

1 day later

© Lightkeeper, Dreamstime.com

Christmas recycling,
refuse and food
waste collections
© Merydolla, Dreamstime.com
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Regular round-up

Our garden waste collection service
will take its usual Christmas
break from 21 December 2015 to
15 January 2016.

Garth Road
Christmas opening
The council’s household reuse and
recycling centre at Amenity Way, off
Garth Road, Morden, SM4 4AX is
open 8am to 4pm, seven days a week
throughout winter except Christmas
Day, Boxing Day and New Year’s Day.

Leaves
all around
Autumn is with us and the leaves are falling. Our 220,000 street
trees in Merton mean there are a lot of leaves around to clear up.
As the leaves start to fall, we’ll be focusing on clearing the leaves
from the streets where there are most trees. We’re expecting to sweep
up over 100 tonnes of leaves over the coming months.
Our crews have been making their way around the borough’s 1,600 roads
over the last few weeks and will continue until the leaf fall season is over,
so please bear with us. If you have a compost bin, you can help by collecting
leaves from outside your home and composting them for your garden. We
would ask residents not to sweep leaves from their gardens into the road, as
this may block the gutters and could cause flooding.

© Yarruta, Dreamstime.com

Christmas break
for garden waste
collections

Preparing
Last chance to enter
for the winter
Mega Recycle prize draw
Since April 2014 we’ve been rewarding residents who have
signed up to the Mega Recycle, with cash prizes in our
monthly draw. So far 187 lucky people have received
a total of £21,250 for their great recycling efforts.
We have also awarded £15,000 to schools and £24,000
to estates and flats in the borough. And all this was made possible
because we managed to secure extra government funding available
for recycling. The last prize draw will be at the end of December, so now is
your last chance to sign up to win £250 cash.

Winter can mean disruption on the
roads, so we always plan ahead before the
temperature plummets. We have 2,300
tonnes of salt stored and ready for our
fleet of five gritters to clear the priority
routes of snow and ice as necessary.

find out more
merton.gov.uk/wintermaintenance

find out more
merton.gov.uk/megarecycle

Ringing in the changes
Free Christmas
tree collections
We’re one of the few councils that still collect Christmas
trees for free but we know it’s a service residents appreciate.
Trees will be collected from Monday 11 January until 24
January. We would ask you to put your tree outside ready
for collection on Sunday 10 January 2016. If you put it out
later than the 10 January, we cannot guarantee collection.
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Due to reductions in our funding from central government, the
council has to make savings in how it delivers environmental
services. We have already found a way to save hundreds of
thousands of pounds by working with our neighbouring councils
to jointly commission a new waste collection service. We will
also be increasing efficiency so that we no longer deliver free
food waste bags to residents who don’t use the food waste
service. Instead you can pick them up for free from council
buildings and libraries. The cost of the garden waste service has
also been frozen since 2011 so we will be looking at increasing
it by £5. This is a discretionary service and residents can still
dispose of their garden waste at the Garth Road depot for free.
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working life
Caring for people in Merton

Merton Council’s
assessment and support
planning officer
My Merton finds out how Katalin Horvath, Merton Council’s assessment
and support planning officer, is on hand to make the transfer from hospital
to home a safe and supported one.

K

atalin Horvath is the council’s
assessment and support
planning officer in the Hospital
to Home team at St George’s
Hospital, Tooting. Part of a team of six,
her job is similar to that of a social worker
and is about making sure people have the
right care and support in place to enable
them to safely return home and become
independent again after a spell in hospital.
Generally she works with a caseload of
around 15 people at any one time, although
she often deals with emergency cases too.
They are usually older people who may have
had a fall at home or outside, or had a
serious illness. “I go and see them on the
ward and make an assessment of the level
of care they need,” says Katalin. “Sometimes
I’ll go and visit their property and arrange to
have it cleaned, ready for their return.”
Katalin attends meetings with family
members and hospital staff where
arrangements are made for the patient’s
discharge. One of the most difficult

aspects of the job is the time pressure.
With high demand for hospital beds,
Katalin’s team need to have everything in
place in time for an agreed discharge date.
But with an ageing population it’s often
difficult to find care homes with vacancies
or space in the schedules of organisations
providing care at home.
The council has also seen a reduction in
the funding it relies on from central
government to pay for services. Although
the council has agreed that adult social care
should have fewer cuts than other areas
like environmental services, it’s the service
where it spends the biggest portion of our
money so it can’t be protected completely.
However what the council has tried to do is
focus on services for the people who need
it the most, such as those leaving hospital
who need help to get back on their feet and
become independent again.
Despite these challenges, Katalin loves
her job, especially when she can see for
herself that she’s made a difference.

“The most rewarding thing is when I visit
someone a week or so later and they are
so much better. Sometimes people are
reluctant to have care when they really
do need it. People are keen to keep their
independence and it feels like an
intrusion. They sometimes don’t realise
their carer might be there just to help
them out, not to boss them about.
“Sometimes they think that getting social
care involved means it’s the end of the road
and they’ll have to go into a care home, but
my aim is always to do what I can to keep
them at home for as long as possible.”
According to Katalin, family members
can help the process by discussing these
issues with elderly parents and being
prepared. “Be aware of what your parents
might actually need and listen to what they
have to say. Also be well informed – the
council works closely with Age UK which
has lots of valuable information on its
website that can help you think about the
options together.”
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Being business-like and making savings

Getting on with business
There’s a lot of pressure on local councils right now, with cuts to their
funding and hard choices about which services to prioritise and which to
reduce. Merton has similar challenges. But, unlike many other councils,
Merton’s business-like approach has meant the council has been able to
meet the challenge while keeping council tax affordable and protecting
the services people need the most. My Merton finds out more…
Giving residents
value for money
We are always looking for ways to be
more efficient and better at delivering
services to a diverse range of people,
especially in light of the continuing cuts
to local government funding. We review
services so we can offer best value for
money to Merton’s tax payers. We know
you want an affordable council so we have
worked hard to keep council tax low for
everyone, including those on low incomes.

Doing things differently
Sharing services with other councils,
working with the voluntary sector and
changing the way we provide some of our
services are just a few of the ways we are
saving money and still making a difference
to people’s lives.
Sharing our trading standards, licensing
and environmental health services with
Richmond Council and heading up the
South London Legal Partnership which is
made up of the legal teams at Merton,

Sutton, Kingston and Richmond Councils,
will save the council and the borough’s
taxpayers millions over the years, while
providing a larger pool of expertise to
draw from.
We’re working on providing
Merton with an affordable adult education
service by commissioning organisations
with a track record in providing a diverse
range of courses across the borough.
Our award-winning work with the
voluntary sector means we have been
able to invest in our libraries when
other councils have had to close theirs.
Our partnership with Merton Voluntary
Service Council also means that
we are able to manage events
coming into the borough
such as RideLondon
and the Christmas
lights switch-on,
without impacting
on other important
council services.

Piggy bank © malamus-UK, iStockphoto.com

Sharing expertise

Senior environmental health officer
Amanda Herlihy with Leader of the
council Cllr Stephen Alambritis and the
owner of Rosy Lee café in Morden. The
café has a five star rating for food hygiene

Sharing services with other councils is
one way we’re working to save money and
provide good value to our tax payers.
We are now leading a joint regulatory
services team with Richmond Council,
so we are benefiting from a larger pool
of expertise in environmental health,
trading standards and licencing. Joining
forces like this saves millions of pounds
over the years, and we can still provide
the services you need. It could be that we
expand further by working with other
councils in the future. We’re looking at
the commercial potential of the team too.

Being business-like, we’re looking at ways
we can generate income and make Merton
more resilient to government cuts that are
outside our control.

Leading the way
The Department for Communities
and Local Government is looking at
the way we’re working with other
councils with the idea of rolling out
this way of working across the UK.
So we’re definitely ahead of the game
on how councils can work more
efficiently together.
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Christmas fun in Merton

Have yourself
a Fairtrade
Christmas
Merton

is proud to be a Fairtrade
borough, with many of
our shops
selling Fairtrade products
. Through
Fairtrade, everyone can
support
farmers in developing cou
ntries
through trade not aid. Ma
ny of us
buy chocolate and other
goodies at
Christmas, so there’s no
better time
to look out for the Fairtra
de mark
when choosing to buy eth
ically: small
change locally; lives cha
nged globally.

find out more

merton.gov.uk/business/fa
irtrade

Town centres bring

Christmas
cheer
If you’re not quite
feeling festive yet, head
for your local town
centre where some
spectacular Christmas
events are bound to
give you that seasonal
glow. There’ll be lights,
choirs and plenty of
shopping ideas, plus
all events are free.
So put these dates in
your diary now.
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Christmas fun in Merton

Mitcham for Merton’s
Christmas lights switch-on
There will be a lot of fun in Mitcham town centre this year following last
year’s success. Head to Fair Green on 27 November and celebrate the
Christmas season as well as Mitcham Clock Tower coming home.
There’s loads going on from 1 to 3pm and it’s all free: Xbox and
Playstation Party Bus, jewellery making for kids, Jungle Gym,
Samba band, professional singer and school choir, plus the official
unveiling of Mitcham Clock Tower by Mayor of Merton Councillor
David Chung.
From 4 to 8pm, there will be a film screening of Minions.
Popcorn, food and drink will be on sale at Alis Café. Mitcham’s
Christmas lights will be switched on to kick off the festive season.
There will also be a Christmas market and Santa will be in his
grotto too!

Wimbledon’s
family Christmas
spectacular, Winter
Wonderland, will
take over the town
centre on Sunday
29 November from
12 noon. This annual
event is organised by
Love Wimbledon and
will see the Broadway
closed to traffic,
making way for festive fun throughout the day. The event will feature a
Christmas market, festive walk around characters, winter themed rides and
performances on the stage inside Centre Court
Shopping. To round off the day on a
high there’ll be a spectacular firework
display at 6pm.

Lighting up Morden’s
Christmas tree

find out more
www.merton.gov.uk/events
www.lovewimbledon.org

Mayor of Merton Councillor David Chung will be
switching on the Christmas tree lights outside
the civic centre on Thursday 3 December at
4–4.30pm. Hillcross Primary School pupils
will be singing carols and Faith in Merton
will be giving out refreshments.

Raynes Park

The date is set for the Raynes Park
Christmas Festival and it’s Friday
4 December 2015 between 3.30pm
and 7pm. There will be a live nativity
outside Waitrose, and Santa will
pitch up in his grotto by the Raynes
Park Tavern. There’ll be two stages
with live music outside the station
and Waitrose featuring choirs from
schools including Hollymount and
West Wimbledon primaries and
Raynes Park High. Lending their
voices will be the West Barnes
Singers and the Wimbledon Choral
Society. Rosie Chesson Dance and
Dantastic children’s entertainers will
also take part. The event is organised
by a partnership of local churches,
businesses and schools.
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Winter Wonderland 2015

22

community safety
Helping you stay safe

Louise’s story*
Escaping domestic abuse is daunting. Merton’s One Stop Shop
drop-in centre is here to help anyone who needs advice and support
to improve their life and build a more secure future. My Merton
finds out more about how the service helped one of our residents…

T

he council’s One Stop Shop is now in its fifth year. In that time it
has helped hundreds of people, who have suffered domestic
abuse, start to rebuild their lives. Louise’s* story is just one
example of how the One Stop Shop helped her start over.
Louise had been with her partner for three years. During that time he
was controlling, sexually abusive and would take advantage of her
finances. She was frightened of how unpredictable he was and worried he
would become violent again. She was also worried her partner would be
violent to their child.
A concerned family friend called the police and they referred Louise to
the Independent Domestic Violence Advocate (IDVA) service so she could
get the support she needed.
The IDVA worked with Louise to quickly find alternative accommodation
while her partner was on bail and not living at home. Because of the
IDVA’s concerns about the safety of Louise’s child and the impact of the
emotional abuse they had suffered, a social worker was quickly assigned
to help Louise and ensure her children has the necessary emotional
support at school.
Louise was successful in her homelessness application and was offered
temporary accommodation that same day. She was given a special safety
phone and has changed her mobile number to avoid harassment.
The IDVA also ensured Louise’s safety while she was at work as well
as the safety of her child at school. So she is now rebuilding her life.
It’s not always obvious who is suffering from domestic violence.
They are everyday people who may hide it well. They could be teachers,
bar staff, doctors, lawyers – many suffer in silence.
If you need support and advice visit, Merton’s One Stop Shop,
a free, no appointment needed drop in on a Monday morning
(except bank holidays) from 9.30am–12 noon at Morden Baptist
Church, Crown Lane, Morden SM4 5BL and talk with someone
about your situation. You can also talk with our IDVA service
on 020 7801 1777.

find out more
merton.gov.uk/domesticviolence
*This is a real story. The name has been changed.
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Making more of Morden

Multi-million pound
investment set for Morden
Morden is set to have a huge injection of cash following the council
successfully securing a £42 million loan for developers from the Mayor
of London. My Merton finds out more…

W

ith help from local people and businesses, the council is
looking to develop a plan which will energise Morden, creating
a vibrant town centre where people want to set up home, start
up a business and spend their leisure time. Following the
council gaining Housing Zone status for Morden from the Mayor of London
earlier this autumn, developers can now access funding from a £42 million
loan which will kick start the regeneration of the town centre. This means the
whole process can start moving ahead more quickly now.
With so many local young people struggling to find a home of their
own in the area where they were born, the money will help with the
development of over 1,000 much-needed new homes in the Morden area,
up to 40% of which we expect to be affordable. Regeneration of the area
will bring new shopping and business opportunities to Morden and
improved public spaces for everyone to enjoy. There will, of course, need
to be a planning stage over the coming two years so the council can set
out a well-considered and designed town centre with all the amenities that
people are looking for. Development is scheduled to start 2018–19.
Morden already has a lot to offer. After all, the town is at the start of the
Northern Line so it’s easy to get into and out of central London very easily.
The council is keen to involve residents and businesses in shaping how
Morden will look in the future, and has conducted a few consultations
over the years. As the property market has changed and new plans have
developed we needed to consult again this year. It has been great to see
that, at the time of writing, the council has received well over 600
responses from people, with a month of consultation left to go. The council
will be reporting back on the outcome of the consultation and the next
steps of this hugely exciting project, which is set to make Morden the
prosperous and attractive town it deserves to be.
find out more merton.gov.uk/moremorden

Proposed view from the Civic Centre
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New stuff you
can recycle…
aerosols,

aluminium foil,

shampoo bottles,
bottles,

detergent

bleach bottles,

butter tubs,

yoghurt pots,

fruit and vegetable punnets,
meat trays, ready meal
food trays and ice cream tubs.

For a full list of materials please visit:

merton.gov.uk/recycling
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health
Merton: the place for a good life

Be part of Merton’s
befriending service
Our public health team is working with Age UK Merton to
make sure nobody in Merton need face isolation and loneliness.
My Merton takes a closer look...

Exercising for life

© Silvia Jansen, iStockphoto.com

We all know the benefits of exercising.
It makes for a better quality of life,
especially as we get older. Improving
our balance and strength is one way of
ensuring continued fitness, reducing
the likelihood of falling and staying
independent. If you think you could
benefit from getting a bit more active,
it’s definitely worth checking out the
classes on offer from Age UK,
Wimbledon Guild, Merton Vision and
Merton and Morden Guild. If you’re
65 or over, how about trying out
Zumba, having a go at Yoga or Tai chi?
Chair-based exercises are also available.

find out more
be part of this service, and help people avoid
loneliness, Age UK would love to hear from
you. Some of our older residents like
face-to-face contact. This can be for an hour
every week. Some prefer to chat on the
phone which can be once or twice a week.
So this can be an alternative way for them to
reduce their feeling of loneliness, or the
phone call can complement the face-to-face
contact. Either way, the service is free to
people who feel they could benefit from a
chat and from hearing a friendly voice.

find out more
www.ageukmerton.org.uk

If you would like to volunteer to be part of the befriending service,
call us on 020 8648 5792 or email befriender@ageukmerton.org.uk
Age UK Merton, which is funded by the council, reimburses any out
of pocket expenses and there’s also personal and professional development
training on offer too. Age UK provides its volunteers with references after they
have actively volunteered for six months or more.
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M

erton’s befriending service is
there for anyone who is 65
years old or over who would
like a friendly person to drop
in on them for a chat and to check they are
OK. Any older residents who may not have
family close by, benefit hugely from the
service which is funded by the council. And
the people who volunteer to be part of the
service get a lot of satisfaction knowing that
they are making a big difference to people’s
lives in Merton.
If you have a one or two hours to spare
each week, and you think you would like to

lynne@ageukmerton.org;
020 8648 5792

MERTON COUNCIL

Just what a smart
reader needs
for Christmas
Join the library online and get free ebooks
merton.gov.uk/ebooks
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Your comprehensive guide to what’s happening in Merton. merton.gov.uk/events
COLLIERS WOOD

MITCHAM

Arts and entertainment

MORDEN

RAYNES PARK

WIMBLEDON/MERTON

New Wimbledon Theatre
93 The Broadway, Wimbledon, SW19 1QG
Book online www.atgtickets.com/wimbledon
Telephone booking 0844 871 7646
Group bookings 0844 871 7696 Access bookings 0844 871 7677

l Peter Pan

l West Barnes
Singers

l Attic Theatre
Company

Christmas Carol Concert
Saturday 12 December,
6.30pm
Seasonal music and carols
followed by mulled wine
and mince pies. St Saviour’s
Church, Grand Drive,
Raynes Park SW20 9DG.
Tickets: £10, children: free.
Open Workshop on
Mendelssohn Elijah
Saturday 30 January,
10am–4pm
New Malden Methodist
Church, 49 High Street,
New Malden. Come and
join our all day workshop
on this inspirational piece.
Singers taking part in the
workshop will be welcome
to join us in further
rehearsals on Wednesdays
from 8–10pm in Motspur
Park and to sing in the
concert on 7 May.

Attic’s Going for a Song
Singing sessions take
place on Wednesday
afternoons. They are
a chance to come
together and enjoy
singing familiar and
some not so familiar
tunes, lift your spirits
and exercise those vocals
chords. Come along to
either our Wimbledon
group or our Mitcham
group and try us out!
Mitcham
Vestry Hall, Cricket
Green CR4 3UD,
Wednesdays at 1pm, £3.50.
Wimbledon
St. Mark’s Church
Hall, St. Mark’s Place,
Wimbledon, SW19 7ND,
Wednesdays at 3pm, £5.

find out more
020 8648 3987;
www.westbarnessingers.co.uk

find out more
020 8640 6800
info@attictheatrecompany.com

Saturday 5 December–
Sunday 10 January
Tickets from £11.90. Whisk yourselves
away to Neverland in an enchanting
and timeless tale at the New
Wimbledon Theatre this Christmas.
Join Peter Pan and Wendy as they
take on Captain Hook in the ultimate
family adventure, this pantomime
guarantees magical sets and
costumes, amazing special effects and
spectacular song and dance numbers.
As the home of London pantomime
with the likes of Priscilla Presley,
Jo Brand, Pamela Anderson and
David Hasselhoff starring in recent
years, New Wimbledon Theatre is the
place to be this winter.

l Shrek The Musical
Wednesday 20–Sunday 31 January.
Wednesday–Saturday evenings,
7pm, Thursday
2.30pm,
Sunday 1pm
and 5pm
Tickets from
£15. Direct
from a
smash-hit West
End run, Shrek
The Musical

will head to New Wimbledon Theatre
in 2016! The show is directed by
Nigel Harman, who starred as Lord
Farquaad in the West End production,
winning the 2012 Laurence Olivier
Award for Best Performance in a
supporting role in a musical. After a
successful run in the West End, Dean
Chisnal reprises the role of Shrek
and will be joined by Bronte Barbe
and Princess Fiona, Idriss Kargbo as
Shrek’s wisecracking sidekick Donkey
and Gerard Carey as pint-sized villain
Lord Farquaad.

l The Rocky Horror Show
Monday
29 February–
Saturday
5 March,
Monday–
Thursday
evenings 8pm,
Friday and
Saturday,
5.30pm and
8.30pm
Tickets from £10. Since its first
appearance at the Royal Court Theatre
in June 1973, Richard O’Brien’s The
Rocky Horror Picture Show has become
the world’s favourite rock ‘n’ roll
musical. X-Factor finalist and star of
the stage version of The Rise and Fall of
Little Voice, Diana Vickers, will star in
the role of Janet Weiss. S Club 7 star
Paul Cattermole will play the role of
Eddie and Dr Scott and Emmerdale
actor Ben Freeman will be in the role
of Brad Majors. Kristian Lavercombe
returns as Riff Raff.

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT • YOUTH • SENIOR CITIZENS • FAMILY • HEALTH & FITNESS • WALKS & TALKS • FAIRS & EXHIBITIONS

• Merton – proud to be a Fairtrade borough • Merton – proud to be a Fairtrade borough • Merton – proud to be a Fairtrade borough

28

what’s on in your area
merton.gov.uk/events

stayingin?

Polka Theatre

Here’s a selection of what’s
new in Merton’s libraries:

240, The Broadway, Wimbledon, SW19 1SB
Box office: 020 8543 4888
www.polkatheatre.com

MY MERTON’S BOOK CHOICE

Undercover
by Danielle Steel
Racing between South America and
Paris, a gripping, powerful thriller
of kidnap, survival and rebuilding
shattered lives from international
bestseller Danielle Steel.

Other books:
• The fires of Autumn by Irene Nemirovsky
• Eagles at War by Ben Kane
• The Winter War by Philip Teir

NEW DVDS: MY MERTON RECOMMENDS

Man Up
Out end of September – “The
best British rom-com in years.”
Tom Butler, Yahoo Movies UK
– From the producer of Shaun
of the Dead, Hot Fuzz and
Paul and the director of The
Inbetweeners Movie, comes
Man Up, an honest, heart-warming comedy about
taking chances and rolling with the consequences.
One night, two people, on a first date like no other...
Meet Nancy (Lake Bell, In A World): 34, single,
hung-over, and exhausted by her well-meaning but
clueless friends’ continual matchmaking. Nancy
is done with dating. She’s reached the end of her
rope, and is more than happy to hole up, seal up,
and resign herself to a life alone. That is until
Jack (Simon Pegg, Hot Fuzz) mistakes Nancy for
his blind date at Waterloo Station, and she does
the unthinkable and just… goes with it. Because
what if pretending to be someone else finally makes
her man up, and become her painfully honest,
awesomely unconventional, and slightly unstable
true self?

Other DVDs:
• Moomins on the Riviera
• Ruth and Alex
• Tracers

For more information on books, borrowing
eBooks and DVDs, visit merton.gov.uk/libraries

l Beasty Baby
Until 3 January 2016
Welcome to the playfully yucky world
of Beasty Baby. Mayhem and laughter
await around every corner as three
people embark on a wild adventure to
bring up a very mischievous and totally
lovable child. Beasty Baby is a lively
celebration of family, growing up and
the rituals both children and adults go
through in the early years of life. Using
an inspired mix of puppetry and live
music the renowned Theatre-Rites
transform Polka’s Adventure Theatre
to create a funny and magical shared
experience for the whole family.
Ages 3–6. Tickets £12, concessions
and previews £9 (£1.50 transaction
charge per booking). Adventure
Theatre; about 50 minutes. Two or
three performances daily, times vary.

l Beauty and the Beast
20 November 2015–7 February 2016
A Polka Theatre Production. Meet two
sisters who couldn’t be more different.
Cassandra is as feisty as Belle is timid,
but when their father’s life is
threatened by a fearsome Beast, it is
Belle who comes to the rescue. Follow
her courageous journey to the Beast’s
mysterious castle where she must
overcome her fears and discover the
true meaning of beauty. But can a
single kiss set her prince free? The
enchanting children’s classic comes to
life this winter in an exhilarating Polka
show brimming with adventure,

music, magic and mystery. Ages 6–12.
Tickets £18; concessions £11.50;
previews £14 (£1.50 transaction charge
per booking). Main Theatre; about 100
minutes (including interval). Two
performances daily, times vary.

l The Paper Dolls
8 January–13 March 2016
Based on the book written by Julia
Donaldson and illustrated by Rebecca
Cobb. When a little girl makes a string
of paper dolls, she takes them by the
hand on a fantastical adventure.
Whirling through their home and
garden they fly through the air, dodging
the clutches of a toy dinosaur, a snapping
oven-glove crocodile and a very real pair
of scissors. There will also be a chance
to enjoy a tailor-made performance of
The Paper Dolls for children aged 1–2
with a running time of 30 minutes.
Ages 3–6. Tickets £12; concessions £9
(£1.50 transaction charge per booking).
Adventure Theatre, 45 minutes.
Two performances daily, times vary.
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Saturday 5 December
2015. Starts 7.30pm
St Matthew’s Church,
Durham Road SW20. Last
year, our hugely enjoyable
concert focused on
symbols of Christmas and
this year, we look at light.
We perform one of James
MacMillan’s Strathclyde
Motets, O Radiant Dawn,
alongside Tallis’ O Nata
Lux and go to Norway to
visit the Northern Lights
composed by Ola Gjeilo.
There will be carols for
audience and choir to start
your Christmas season.

Book early to avoid
disappointment. Tickets:
£11, £9 concessions.
Saturday 12 March
2016. Starts 7.30pm
St Matthew’s Church,
Durham Road SW20.
A performance of
Rossini’s last major work,
Petite Messe Solonnelle,
which is neither small
nor solemn, reflecting
the composer’s sense of
fun in naming the piece.
Tickets: £11, £9
concessions.

find out more
www.hillsingers.co.uk
info@hillsingers.co.uk
020 8644 3794

Health and fitness
l South Mitcham
Community Centre,
Cobham Court,
Mitcham CR4 3FS

l Concerts at
St John’s, Wimbledon
17 December, 6.30–8pm
Spencer Hill SW19 4NZ.
Free. Wheelchair
accessible. Donations to
the St John’s Community
Hall Fund, welcome.
Come and hear your
favourite Christmas music
and carols sung by the
Academy Choir, conductor
Andrew Edwards, with
Michael Higgins, organ.
All proceeds to help rebuild
St John’s Community Hall.

find out more
www.academychoirwimbledon.co.uk;
events@stjohnswimbledon.org.uk

Zumba Class every
Tuesday, 7–8pm
Lose weight and tone up
with this energetic class
run by one of the council’s
health champions. £4.
Call 020 8648 3740.
Yoga Class every
Wednesday, 5–6pm
£4. Stretch and strengthen
core muscles.

Ballet Class Friday
(term time only)
4–4.30pm under six
years, 4.30–5pm
over six years
£5. This pay as you go
class requires no special
clothes or term fees.
Good, energetic dance
for children.

find out more
020 8648 3740; email
mel@southmitchamcommunity.
org.uk

© Nolte Lourens, Dreamstime.com

l Hill Singers
Winter Lights

Athletics in Merton
St John’s Church
Spencer Hill, Wimbledon SW19 4NZ

l 2016 lunchtime recitals, 1–2pm
Retiring collection. Friday Lunchtime Recitals given
by local professional musicians, with coffee and
delicious homemade cakes available before each
recital from 12.30pm
Friday 15 January Muriel Levin, piano
Friday 29 January Elizabeth Mucha, piano and
Krassimira Jeliazkova, violin
Friday 12 February String Quartet
Friday 26 February Julia Dewhurst, soprano and
David Elwin, piano
Friday 11 March Diana Mathews, viola, Einar
Jóhannesson, clarinet and Michael Higgins, piano

Hercules Wimbledon Athletic Club welcomes new members.
Headquarters, training and competition at Wimbledon Park
Stadium, SW19 7HX

l Hercules Wimbledon AC
coaching evenings
Tuesdays and Thursdays,
6.30–7.30pm (ages 11 to 14),
from 7.15pm (older age groups)
Hercules Wimbledon AC provides
qualified coaching for all ages and
abilities in all track, field and endurance
disciplines. Enquiries from triathletes
and disabled athletes welcome. Teams and individuals compete in a range of
inter-club leagues and championships in summer and cross country, indoor
athletics and Sportshall (youngsters) in winter, with road racing throughout the
year. Members £2 per session, non-members £5 per session for a limited period.

l Hercules Wimbledon AC ‘7Upsandovers’
Every Sunday 9.15–11am (ages 7 to 11)
Entry level coaching for children in running, jumping and throwing. Qualified
coaches run these hugely popular sessions.

find out more
www.stjohnswimbledon.co.uk

find out more 020 8540 6016; www.herculeswimbledonac.org.uk
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Mayor of
Merton events
Fundraising for
charities supported by
the Mayor of Merton

Walks and talks

Free Kids First events
Chaucer Centre, Canterbury Road, Morden SM4 6PX
l Me and my autism
25 November, 10am–12pm
Free. Simon Tobin is a 22-year
old young man with autism who
currently lives in a supported
living home. Come and hear
from him about what it is like to
live with autism on a day to day
basis, including details from his
childhood to present day, his
behaviour, sensory needs and
more. Simon is happy to answer
any questions you may have.

l Christmas dinner
8 December 2015
South Thames College, London Road, Morden.
Tickets £30 for three course meal including
pre-dinner drink. Come and join the Mayor for
an evening of traditional festivities and excellent
cuisine provided by the catering students of
South Thames College.

© Jarenwicklund, Dreamstime.com

l New Year’s Day Parade 2016
1 January 2016
Starts 12 noon, Piccadilly and finishes by the
Houses of Parliament. Celebrate the first day of
2016 in style and come to London to cheer on
Merton’s entry in the New Year’s Day Parade.

l Winter warmer
30 January 2016, 6.30–9pm
St Marks Church of England Academy, Acacia
Road, Mitcham, CR4 1SF. Tickets £6, under
5s free. A celebration of Merton’s Musical Talents:
Merton Music Foundation proudly presents a
toe tapping evening of Jazz, classical, pop,
and traditional; all styles of music to show
case Merton’s extremely diverse and talented
musicians.

l Developing functional
social skills
1 December, 10am–2pm
(lunch included)
An interactive workshop providing
opportunities to explore different
practical approaches & techniques
to develop social skills that can be
used in everyday situations and at
home with your child. With Frances
O’Garro, Speech and Language
Therapy Team Lead, Blossom
House School.

© Cckkeej, Dreamstime.com
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find out more
020 8687 4644; kids.first@swlondonmencap.nhs.uk;
www.mertonmencap.org.uk/kidsfirst.htm

l Irish Night
18 March 2016
Tooting & Mitcham Community Sports Club,
SM4 6BF. Evening to celebrate St Patrick’s Day
with traditional food and entertainment.

l Charity ball 2016
2 April 2016
All England Lawn Tennis Club. Civic dinner and
fundraising evening in aid of the Mayor’s charities.

To book a table or to apply for
a sponsorship package please
contact the mayor’s office:
020 8545 3517

l Adults First
Merton’s forum for
carers of adults with
learning disabilities
and a project of
Merton Mencap
Free. This new forum is
to improve the lives of
carers of adults with
learning disabilities and
the person they care for.
If you have an adult
son, daughter or other
cared for family member
and would like to join
Adults First, find out

about our meetings and
about joining our steering
group.

find out more
Contact Tracy Blackwell
on 020 8687 4644,
adults.first@
swlondonmencap.nhs.uk

l Museum of
Wimbledon –
a centenary
celebration
16 January–10 April
(Saturday and Sunday
afternoons, 2.30–5pm
and occasional weekdays)
Three month exhibition
celebrating the museum’s
centenary in the Norman
Plastow Gallery, 22
Ridgway SW19 4QN. Free.

find out more
casskent37@gmail.com
© Lisa F. Young, Dreamstime.com
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Christ Church,
Wimbledon SW20
(corner of Cottenham
Park Road and Copse
Hill). WNTA Members
£3, non-members £3.50.
Docklands and Canary
Wharf 16 January,
2.15–4pm
Muriel Jones will be
discussing the
development of the two
major docks in Wapping,
the St. Katherine’s Dock
and the London Dock.
The lecture will examine
the success of the London
Docklands Development

Corporation, which was
set up in 1981 to revitalise
the area, especially at
Canary Wharf, and
introduce the Museum of
Docklands which tells the
area’s story.

l Tutoring service

New Zealand on
Impulse 20 February,
2.15–4pm
Rosemary Horton
will be telling us the
personal story of why
she went to New Zealand
unexpectedly and the
lasting impressions of a
beautiful country it left
with her.

07870 474405;
020 8540 6789;
astartutor@hotmail.co.uk

Community forums

A* Star Tutor. Maths and
Economics. Small group
classes, GCSE and A-Level
Morden Baptist Church,
Crown Lane, Morden
SM4 5BL.

Merton’s community forums are for any residents
interested in their local area. It’s a chance to raise any
issues. These will be taken up by the organisation
responsible to follow up and report back on how
problems are solved. The dates for the next series of
forums are as follows. All start at 7.15pm:

find out more

find out more
07981 902771

l Raynes Park Community Forum
1 December Raynes Park Library, Approach Road,
Raynes Park SW20 8BA.
© Monkey Business Images, Dreamstime.com

l Wimbledon
National Trust
Association

l Wimbledon Community Forum
2 December Wimbledon Methodist Church,
Griffiths Rd, Wimbledon SW19 1SP.

l Morden Community Forum
4 February. Council Chamber, Civic Centre,
London Road, Morden SM4 5DX.
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Want your business to soar?

MERTON COUNCIL

Have a go, with our 1 hour
watersports taster, just £15*

Give your business a boost with our
business planning and growth programme.
1 to 1 advice Peer Learning Networking
Contact our business advisers to see how
we can help.

0208 619 0700

mertonbusinesssupport.co.uk
helpdesk@mertonbusinesssupport.co.uk

Find out more and book at:
merton.gov.uk/watersports2
*Use code mymerton
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The Merton Business Support Service is financially supported by The London Borough of Merton.
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5

minutes
with...

Paul Moorhouse
and Bill Rowland
Paul Moorhouse (top) and
Bill Rowland (below left)
are rangers who look after
Mitcham and Wimbledon
Commons, respectively,
two areas of outstanding
urban wilderness.
How long have you worked on the
commons and what does it involve?
Paul:  I’ve been doing this job for 13 years. On Mitcham
Common there’s a variety of conservation-based jobs
including litter picking, heathland management and
animal surveys.
Bill: I’ve worked on Wimbledon Common for 31 years,
previously as senior keeper now as head ranger with a
team of six. We patrol on horseback and on foot.

What’s the best part of your job?
Paul: The variety of tasks, but I especially enjoy
the butterfly surveys.
Bill: Working as part of a team – we are all
ex-military and there’s a lot of camaraderie, but I
also enjoy working outdoors and with the public.

When in your opinion should I visit
one of the commons?
Paul: On a sunny day any time of year. The variety
of habitats from grasslands to woods and ponds are
home to many plants and animals.
Bill: Winter can be wet but it’s a beautiful time to visit.

What one thing could we all do to look
after the commons for the future?
Paul: Bring your children, perpetuating appreciation
of this greenspace and encouraging them to take
ownership of it for the future.
Bill: We try to keep the common as natural as possible
so my big bugbear is litter, please pick it up help us
keep it in a lovely state.

mymerton
news and information from your council

find out more
mitchamcommon.org
www.wpcc.org.uk

